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A Dear Brethren, | 2 
HE Providence of God, which 
firſt ordain'd a Spiritual Relati- 

on between us, has ſeen fit to 

1 place me at a Diſtance from 
| 2 now ; but wherever my Lot falls, I 
ope my Concern for your eternal Wel- 
fare will always be the fame ; he that hear- 
eth Prayer, I truſt, will one Day bear wit- 
neſs to this : In the mean time, to give 
ſome ſmall Inſtance of it more immediate - 
ly to yourſelves, I here tender to you a 
ſhort Scheme of our Chriſtian Duty (drawn 
up in. the vacant Hours of my Retire- 
ment) with ſome peculiar Remarks on the 
ordinary Occaſions of our miſcarrying in 
the Performance of it, principally intended 
for your ſpiritual Uſe and Benefit, that 
my Pen might ſupply (in ſome meaſure) 
hat my ſealed Lips are not otherwiſe al- 

low'd to do. 
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guage of a Chriſtian, to {aye our immor- ||| * 8 


awful Concern of us all, be ſaving of * Ih 


and undeniable Authority we have to con- [ 
Vince us all, of the Certainty of an end- J 
leſs Life after Death, and of the dn 
| Concerns that every one of us have ther 
_ Nn 


der the Goſpel- Covenant of Grace, for || i 
the ſaving of our Souls for ever. And, 


* order to compaſs that great End of dy- 


Now, to diſcourſe aright in Matters of! 
Religion, as my preſent Purpoſe is, I muſt P 
begin (where all our greateſt "Underta- 
kings ought to do) with looking cloſely to 
the End: And what the End of all Reli 
gion is, every Soul (who profeſſes any 
will readily agree with me, is to be happy 
when we dye ; or in the familiar Lan- 


tal Souls for ever. 

The ſhort Contents of my friendly. 
Letter to you then, I purpoſe ſhall be, * 
theſe. "> 


1 
I. To repreſent to you, in the plain- 0 
eſt Manner that I can, this great and' 155 


Souls.  * e eee EF Mine. a 
IT. To lay before you, the ſure Proofs 


Sw 
i "89> 


TH. To ew you what favourable Con- fp. 
ditions God requires on our Sides, un- % 


Laſtly, Lo propoſe ſome few Rules, 8 
highly adviſable to be uſed by you, in 
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99 
ing comfortably,” and being ſafe and hap- 
py umo all Eternity. | 


I. To begin with the firſt of - theſe 
28 How great and awful a Concern 
is it to us all, to ſave our Soul; for 
ever? And IT make no doubt, but you'll 
readily anſwer this plain, though great 
= FC ur from the greateſt to the leaſt 
of you, that you ſtedfaſtly believe and 
know this, to be the higheſt Concern 
you have, or can have, in the World, 
Wet, ſince a great Apoſtle could ſay (in 
Reſpect to all the DoCtrines of the 
{Chriſtian Faith) that he would not be negli- 
gen to put bis People in Remembrance 7 
„een, though they knew them before x. 
- thope it will not be thought needleſs in 
me, to inlarge a little upon 10 conſidera- 
ble a Subject. och 
"| f The faving of our Souls, is a Thought, 
I know, that evEr and anon will ariſe in 
y the buſieſt Worlding's Mind (let him do 
what he can;) but how much is im- 


Tee 
* 
* 


1 ply'd in it, or what Means are to be 
\_ | Fuied, for working out our Salvation, is 
ir Ito lightly conſidered, I'm afraid, by 

Men of greater Parts. and Leiſure, to 
« de thoroughly underſtood, ar practically 


A Per. J. 2. 
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known. Aly Deſign at preſent therefore 
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is, to look as far into the true Nature 
and Means of our Salvation, as the 
Light of Reafon and Revelation toge- 


ther ſhall direct me (both for your Sakes\ 


and my own) and in as few and plain 
Words as I can, to lay the whole Ac- 
count before you. | 

To fſaye any thing in general which 


| God has given us, is, in the firſt and 


plaineſt Senſe of it, to put it to ſuch 


Uſes, and improve it to ſuch Advan- / 
tages, as were intended by him that 


made us, or.in the Nature of the 'Thing, 
it is capable of; for whatſoever Crea- 


ture of God is debaſed, corrupted, or 
degenerates from its own Kind, is plainly | 


10 far in its Way to Ruin or Deſtruction. 


Now the Souls of Men, we know, are 
created in the Image of God“ (his own ; 
Word aſflures. ſo) that is, they are rea- 


ſonalle and immortal Spirits to be ſure, 
which can diſtinguiſh common Good 
from Evil, and ſhall never dye; for 
porhing leis than that can reſemble him. 


Nor has the Fall of Adaiz fo deſtroy'd ' 
this original Stamp of practical Reaſon 
upon them, but that $0701 could call 
the Spirit of Man, the Lamp or Candle of | 


*Gen. i, 27. 


"the 


ö 
4 


* 


the Lord ſtill, even before the Light of 
the Goſpel did appear ; which St. Paul 
explains in "clearer Words to us, when 
he tells us, that e Gentiles having not 
te Law, are a Lau unto themſelves, 
'ſbewing the Wrirk of the Law written in 
i their Heart, tler Conſcience alſo bearing 
witneſs, and their. Thoughts tie mean 
while accuſing, or elſe ci aw another* : 
And thole Gentiles were as much the 
Offspring of fallen Adam (to be ſure) as 
we. Give me leave therefore to ask 
this plain Queſtion of you all; Whe- 
ther you don't think this Light of na- 
tural Conſcience ſhines as clear in your 
Chriſtian Hearts at this Day, as the 
Apoſtle, here tells us it did in all the 
Heathen World of old ? Do you ever 
do any Thing in the common and fa- 
miliar Actions of Life, and not know 
in your Hearts, whether it be right or 
wrong, juſt or unjuſt, innocent or evil, 
harmleſs or injurious. to yourſelves. or 
others? "Tis a ſhrewd Sign and little 
lets than a Demonſtration to me, that 
ſomething is within you, . which ſhews 
you all theſe Things; ſince nothing is 
more common than judging others, and 
calling this. or Yother Perſon, a good, 
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| n 
or bad Man, by what you ſee them 
do; which is an unhappy Uſe of God's 
Goodneſs to us in beſtoving the divine 
Gift of Reaſon upon our Souls ; but is 
an open Confeſſion, at the ſame Time, 
that we ſenſibly feel within ourſelves, 
and (even in our own Opinion of it 
do think that he has done ſo ; elſe 
we ſhould have little Grounds,” or ra- 
ther none at all, to take up ſuch Opi- 
nions and ſpeak ſo freely as we do, of 
any other Men; and no leſs Evidence 
o the fame Thing, are the ordinary 
Reproaches of our own Hearts, the Stin 
of Conſcience, and that palpable Selt- 
_ Condemnation, which ever and anon we 
feel within ourſelves, as often as we fin 
wilfully, or do any manifeſtly unreaſona- 
ble Action whatſoever. As, on the con- 
trary, the comfortable Satisfaction, Con- 
tent and Approbation of our Hearts, 
when we do a fair, juſt and honeſt 
Thing, proves. as plainly again, that 
ſuch a Monitor of our Duty, and ſuch 
a Touch-ſtone to try Good and Evil 
by, is form'd and fix'd by our Maker's 
nd, in the very Subſtance of our rea- 
ſonable Souls. Jn 
I may be thought to fay too much 
upon ſo plain a Point as this; but rhe 
great Subject of our Salvation which 1 
8 5 ' am 
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am now upon, obliges me to put ou 


thus particularly in mind, of the true 
Uſe and Nature of your Souls; and 
for no leſs Reaſon than this, becauſe 

the laſt Sentence upon every Creature 


at the Day of Judgment, will have a 
peculiar Regard to the reſpective Nature, 
as well as other Gifts, which God has 


given to them here; and more eſpe- 
cially. the _ reaſonable Nature of Man 


have ſo mighty an Influence in 
d cermining<their eternal Happineſs 'or 
Miſery at that Day, that all the . Hea- 
then World | (which, if we may judge 


of Numbers by Length of Time and 
Extent of Countries, very much exceeds 


all the reſt) will have their final Doom 


for ever, according to the Uſe or ' Abuſe 
of their natural Reaſon alone; for fo 
the inſpir d , Apoſtle expreſiy tells us, 


that as many as have ſinnd without the 
Law, fhall alſo, periſh without Lam. * 


And let not Jews or Chriſtians . there-. 
fore, under any Diſpenſation of, Grace 
' whatſoever, vainly. think they ſhall. nor 


be called to a ſtrict Account, one Day, 


for every Sin they commit againſt that 


natural Light which God has given them 


_ {beſides | the other Benefits of a higher 
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(10) 
Nature) in common with the others, ſince 
Jo great a Part of Mankind ſhall be con- 
demn'd for that alone, and God will be 
Juſtified (as holy David's Words are) 
when he ſpeaketh, and clear when be 
Judgeth x. ag 
And the practical Uſe I make of this, 
in the great Affair of your Salvation, is, 
ſeriouſly to warn you all, how dangerous 
a thing it is, in your common Employ- 
ments or daily Converſation in the World 
to ſlight natural Conſcience, or venture 
upon any Action, which your own Hearts 
miſgive you in, how loudly ſoever the 
common Practice of the World may re- 
commend it to 21 and your own Hearts 
perhaps but ſoftly whiſper within you, 
that it js not good, fafe, or warrantable 
to de done, . for after that manner indeed 
right Reaſon always ſpeaks to Men; 
even as God himſelf did to the great 
Prophet. of old +; not in a Hurricane of 
Storm, Fire, or  Farth-quake, but in a 


u ſmall Voice; and happy are they 


who liſten to that, as the bleſſed Elijab 

- did to that Call of God: For tis in- 
credible, what a hopeful Progreſs you 
would make every Day in the Work 
of your Salvation, if you kept to this 
*Pſal. Ii 4. +1 Kings xix. 12. 

— e het plain 


* . 
lain Rule alone; as, on the contrary, 
tis Matter of the greateſt Danger, nd 
hardly conſiſtent With the ſaving of 
Men's Souls, to them that mind it 
_. : 

And two Sorts of Men are more im- 
mediately concern d to lay this Truth 
to Heart, if ever they hope to give a 
tolerable Account to God, for making 
them reaſonable Creatures, which we ſee 
all Men muſt one Day ſurely do. 

1. All thoſe gyer-bulſy , laborious 
Worldlings, who Shear careful above 
all others, but in Truth are too thought- 
leſs and inconliderate Chriſtians at the 
belt, who toil to Day as they did 
Yeſterday, and are prepared to do juſt 
the ſame to Morrow, in an eager Pur- 
ſuit of every gainful Advantage and 
Improvement that Stock, 'Trade, Hus- 
bandry, Markets or Bargains, put in their 
way, till the Day itlelf fails them, or 
their Strength can bear no more; or, 
if a leiſure Hour be {till left, they tamely 
ſtrike in and cloſe with any idle Com- 
pany or unprofitable. Paſtime, that Chance 
or Temptation ſhall unhappily offer to 
them: Such I have obſerv'd in the World 
abroad, and I heartily wiſh there were 
none amongſt our ſelves ; for where fo 
ſtrong an Inclination is, to thrive faſter, - 


and 


| C 12 
and get a larger. Portion of the World 


5 4 than the reſt that are about them, *tis 


greatly to be fear d they , muſt be leſs 
at Leiſure (and leſs diſpos d too) to 
commune with their own Hearts, and 
rn enquire there, what moral 
Good or Evil, what ſtrict Juſtice or Ho- 
neſty there is in every Action of the Day; | 
and more eſpecially, where © few or | 
(peradventure) no Minutes at all are al- 
low'd by them, in the whole, to re- 
flect in ſome - Retirement or another, 
and conſider ſeriouſſy with themſelves 
what the End or Conſequence will be of 
every thing they have been doing, in 
Relation to their Account with God, and 
the ſaving of their Souls. 
Buy ſuch Neglect of natural Conſci- 
ence, and not ſo much as conſulting the 
plain Rules of their own Reafon within 
them, which may be learnt without Book 
or Letters, (by the eaſy Task of think- 
ing only) tis ſad to obſerve, what dan- 
gerous Sins, infinuate themſelves into the | 
| Lives and Practices of too many Men: 
For no otherwiſe than fo, could ſecret 
. Frauds and Deceit, Falſeneſs and Hypo- 
crily, Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, Unfaith- 
fulneſs and Over: reaching of others in 
Trade, Truſt, Bargain, Contract, or the 
like, abound ſo much, and paſs fo cur- 
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( 13 ) 
rent as they do ; to the utter Ruin of- 
ſuch thoughtleſs (and otherwiſe perhaps 
well-meaning Souls) as we are king 
of now. For who could be ignorant, 
that did but lay his Hand upon his 
Heart, and conſult no other Calhiſt than 
his own Conſcience there, that theſe and 
ſuch like daily Practices of craſty Chap- 
men, ſharping Traders, hard Uſurers, 
and other Worldlings of every Kind, 
are univerſally condemn d as ſinful and 
unjuſtifiable Ways of dealing, by the 
common Senſe and Reaſon of all Man- 
kind. And thus the Salvation of many 
Souls is brought to the laſt Degree of 
Danger, and hard to be recovered (ſo 
long as they go on ſo) merely for not 
making a due Uſe of that natural Rea- 
ſon, which God ſtampt upon them at 
their firſt Creation, and even after the 
Fol is thus far remaining in them ſtill. 

2ly: Another Sort of Men there is, 


who think more, and reaſon better in 


vay; yet by meeting with Temptations 


the ordinary Affairs of common Con- 
verſation than thoſe others do, who 
make a fairer Appearance of an inge- 
nuous Education, of natural Parts, and a 
creditable Capacity for any uſeful Buſi- 
neſs in the World that lyes in their 
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to ſenſual Pleaſure on every hand of 
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them (as the manner of -Buſineſs 3 
as well as Idleneſs is, in our Days, t 
offer many to them 555 and finding a "oy 
ward Inclination of corrupted Nature 
within them, ready to comply and cloſe 
with them ; they drop that inward 
Guide, for the time, which God ap- 
pointed for them; fall in Love with 
preſent Pleaſure (as tis too natural to 
do) and obſerving that the common 
Libertines, and Sons of Mirth and 
Fellowſhip, ſeem to have the largeſt 
Portion of it, they unwarily caſt their 
Lot amongſt them, and by dint of 
Nature (as they are willing to 


2 


think it) or from a well-bred Principle 


(as the World has made it) not to break 
Contpany, they yield to the flattering 
Temptation, conſent to do as others do, 
and make themſelves one with them; 
till by inſenſible Degrees, they come 
{moderate and cautious good Fel- 
lowſhip at firſt, to a downright Habit 
of 2 1 cheir Appetites as freely 
to the full, as they ſee the Generality 
of Tae World about them, without 
KRemorſe or Scruple at it, 0 chearfully 
and contentedly do. 

And though theſe” are too quitk af 


Apprehenſion, not to hear the inward 
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Wbiſpers of natural Conſcience ever and 
anon giving Alarm; yet in that Civil 
War between the Law of the Members 
and the Law of the Mind (as St. Pat 
expreſſes it) Appetite and Habit . toge- 
ther, get ſo entire a Victory, that they 
ſilence and bear down that faithful N- 
nitor within them, till they infenſi- 
bly: bring the unwary Soul into Cap- 
tivity to. the Law of Sia : For nothing 
leis comes of it, when Conſcience is thus 
laid aſleep, than a ready Reſolution 4 
humour every Inclination to . preſent 
Pleaſure (be it Mhat it will) that c.. 
ther a Man's own Fleſh and Blood, or 
the flattering: Temptations of riotous or 
wanton. Company ſhall ſollicite or inyitz 
him to. And from hence come Drunk. 
enneſs, Intemperance, Wantsaueſs, A- 
dultery, Fornication, common Swearing, 
Strife, Quarrelling, and too often, the: 
crying. Sin of Murder too, which are 
the | higheſt Inſtances, wherein humane 
Nature (as ſuch) can abuſe their rea- 
ſonable Souls, or offend their God: And 
by the little which has been ſaid, I 
think it's very plain, that if the Ad- 
monitions of natural Conſcience were ſo- 
berly attended to, from the firſt Rite 
and Progreſs, to the laſt end and finiſh- 
Ig of this Courſe of Life, the Souls of 

2 „ | many 
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many ſuch endanger'd Sinners might be 
kept in a hopeful Way of Salvation; as 
I have ſhewn you the former Sort of 
Men, might by the fame Means be ſafe, 
and in the right Way to eternal Hap- 
pineſs too: Whereas by the Neglect and 
lighting of it, theſe latter are in Dan- 
ger of hearing a more unanſverable 
Charge againſt them at the laſt Day 
than the former may do, by how much 
their Advantages are in many Reſpects 
the greater of 'the two. 23 8 

Thus far I thought fit to hint to you, 
the Advantage that might be made of 
that natural Reaſon, wherewith our boun- I. 
tiful Creator enrich'd our Souls, towards Ir 
the eternal Salvation of them; and I 
affectionately recommend it to the ſerious, 
Conſideration of you all. N 
The other Dignity ariſing from God's 

I 
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Image in us, is this, that our Souls are 
immortal, and ſhall never dye, which is 
as ſtrong a Motive (one would think) as; 
Infinite Wiſdom. could offer, to engage 
us to an awful Care and perpetual Watch- 
fulneſs over all. our Ways, that we en- 
danger not at any time the Welfare of 
our Souls, fince (by this Neceſſity ot 
Nature) they muſt remain to all Eterni- 
ty, what we' fit them for, by the Uſe we 
make of them in our time of bo 4 
; ea ere: 
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here: Which is in plain Terms, as Di- 
vine Revelation aſſures us, either for 
everlaſting Happineſs and and Joy in 
Fellowſhip and Communion with all rea- 
ſonable, righteous and holy Spirits a- 
dove, (even God himſelf, the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, the ever bleſſed Angels, 


and the glorified Saints of our own. 
Nature) if we make Innocence, Holineſs 
and Virtue the Choice cf our Wills, 
and Practice of our Lives, to qualify vs 
for ſo bleſs d an Eternity: Or otherwiſe 
for Sufferings and Miſery inſupportable. 
(as endleſs as the other) if we debaſe 
the Excellency of our Heaven-born Na- 
ture, turn the Bent and Byaſs of our 
reaſonable © Souls to the Love of ſerſual 
and brutiſn Pleaſure, prefer the Wages 
o f Sin here upon Earth for a few Mo- 
ments, before the Rewards of Righte- 
ouſneſs inſured to us in Heaven for ever: 
For ſuch a Courſe of Life (your ſelves 
being Judges) muſt directly fit us for 
the Company of fallen Angels only, 
who rebelled againſt God from the Be- 
ginning, and of ſuch miſerable Children 
of Men, who would not continue in the 
Uſe. of that reaſonable Nature, wherein 
God created them, though they bad 
the additional Gifts of Grace too for 
making their natural Immortality a ne- 
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„ | 
ver ending Bleſſing to them, as God in- 
tende d it ſhould be. 
And that the Soul of. Man itſelf is Im 
inwardly conſcious and ſenſible of ſuch I yet 
a native Immortality eſſentially belonging ¶ an 
to it, is manifeſt, by the Sentiments of ¶ toc 
the wiſe and thinking Heathens of old; ¶ th. 
whoſe natural Divinity (without Prophe- wt 
cy or Revelation to guide them) abounds | to 
with Variety of Notions about the diffe- ve 
rent State and Condition of good and lf tic 
bad Men's Souls after their Separation 
from the Body. Delightful Manſions of ¶ eſt 
Joy and Pleaſure on one hand, and to 
doleful Abodes of Miſery and Torture I Sc 
on the other, for departed Souls reſ- ha 
pectively to dwell in, in another World, al 
are familiarly to be read and met with cc 
in the Records and Hiſtories of their to 
Times; nay, moſt of the Gods they gene- ¶ ce 
F S thr oth no other(in their own 
Opinion of them) than ſome great He- 
roes, Princes, or other Perſons of Re- 
nown, who had once lived amongſt them, 
and after Death were tranſlated (as they 
conceiv'd) to ſome eminent Conſtellation, 
Planet, or other bright and ſhining Body 
in the Heavens, for their great Excel- 
lency and Preeminence above others 
here upon Earth; and for that Reaſon 
they built Altars to their Honour, offer d 
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Sacrifice, and worſhipped them. Which 
ſhews that they diſcover' d, not only the 
Immortality of their Souls, but in the 
7 Nature of the thing itielf, Rewards 
Puniſhments, Happineſs and Miſery 
too, according to the Uſe or Abuſe of 
thoſe” tranſcendent Powers and Faculties 
which they plainly ſaw God had given 
to the reaſoning Souls of Men above e- 
very kind of Creature in the viſible Crea- 
tion beſide. 

But I will not inſiſt upon the ſtrong- 
eſt Arguments of Men for this momen- 
tous Truth of the Immortality of our 
Souls, ſince the God of Truth himſelf 
has fo graciouſly vouchſafed to clear up 
all O biections ag againſt it, and infallibly 
confirm'd it ro us. And this leads me 
to the ſecond general Head of my Diſ- 
courſe, which is this 
ad 1 | To lay before you the ſure Proof 
and undeniable Authority we Chriſtians 
have, to convince us all of the Cer- 
tainty of a Life to come, and of the 
great Concerns that every one of us have 
therein. | 
Now this is an -Enquiry (you'll rea- 
dily agree) which plainly relates to a 
World we never faw, nor, in the 
Nature of the t ine: poſſibly can ſee, 
11 n Fleſh ſhall put on In- 

corruption : 
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Ws + & Kt 
corruption: For this is what our bleſſed 
Saviour ſaid, as well to his ſanctify d 
Apoſtles, as to the unbelieving Jets, a 
little while before his Return into 
that other World from whence be came; 
As I ſaid unto the Jews (laid he) u- 
ther I go, vo cannot come, ſo now {ay 1 ® 
' anto you; and preſently after, he more fu 
expreſly told St. Peter, Whither I go thou cl 
can'ſt not follow me now, but. thou ſhalt © 
follow me afterwards ; plainly: ſhewing Il Y 

them, that till their Mortality ſpould Ie Þ 
. Ffaallewed up of Life , and that is at 
their Reſurrection from the Dead, there h 
could be no Entrance for their Fleſh and N 
Blood into that ſpirituaL and eternal King- þ 
dom. And ſince a ſenſible View then, 1 
or a preſent Viſion of it is not to be 
had here, what Means, can our own 
-Hearts conceive, ſhould God Almighty 
himſelf. uſe to affure the Sons of Men 
upon Earth, of ſuch another World to 

7 come, and of the. everlaſting Concern of 

one of us there? Could an ex- 

preſs Meſſenger from himſelf give us 
any Satisfaction about it? In ſome 

- meaſure, you will furely ſay, it might; 

provided we could have unqueſtionable 
Proof, that he was a true and. faithful 
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one; and be as certain alſo that he 
really came from thence, and perfectly 
knew all Things that are there: For 
in Things unſeen, and in Places unknown, 
this is the higheſt Evidence imaginable 
chat can be given of them: And upon 
ſuch Grounds as this it is that Mankind 
J chearfully go on in their temporal: and 
civil Affairs, even when they are of 
very great Moment to them. Thus (for 
Inſtance) whole States and Kingdoms, 
we know, in theſe latter Ages of ours, 
have not only hearken'd to creditable 
Men's Reports, but have made large 
Adventures, and ſettled: coſtly 'Traffick 
in Countries vaſtly diſtant them, 
croſſed dangerous and terrible Seas, ne- 
ver known or ſeen by them, upon the 
bare Authority of ſome credible Inform- 
ers, who told them they came from 
chence, and had been Eye-Witneſſes of 
che profitable Fruits and Treaſures of 
_ foreign Countries where they had 

n. 
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make Peace and War, 


Subjects, upon the credible Imformation 


| ſeriouſly „and judge as becomes Men, 
ons, to the great and momentous Subject 


the Diſproportion of Compariſons, ſince 


| pective Lot and Portion f. ever ; one 


of us (and of all Mankind ,with,,us) 
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F 
Meaſures of civil 2 and Practice, 

eal Confederacies 
and Alliances, forbid or allow of Trade 
and Commerce, and do ſuch like 
publick- Acts of Government, of the 
higheſt Importance to themſelves and 


11. 
— 


of their reſpective Envoys or Embaſſa- 
dors, or other credible Subjects reſiding 
in the Courts or Countries of foreign 
Princes, as far diſtant from them perhaps ri 
as the Earth almoſt extends, and which te 
they never ſaw themſelves, or ever think 
to ſte? Such rational Evidence does all 
Mankind allow a creditable Teſtimony, to 
be, of Things unſeen; )-- oe ooh 
And now (my dear Brethren) think 


whilſt I apply theſe. familiar Obſervati- 
which I have in Hand; excuſing only 


an equal Similitude in our great Caſe, 
cant poſſibly be fouml. a ene 
Our Enquiries are, What Certainty $i 
have we, whilſt we live here, of living ht 
any more after Death? What manner Fe 
of Place is that unſeen World, we are 
then to go to? And what will the reſ- 


aſſuredly 
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aſſuredly be, when we leave this World 
and get thither? Theſe, are the great 
Queſtions before us. And to anſwer with 
as much Reference to the | foregoing In- 
ſtances, as the Thing will bear ; we have 
urely had a Meſſenger, and in the high- 
Character of a divine Ambaſſador 
rom the King of Heaven too, cloathed 
ith- Fleſh and Blood like ourielves, that 
e might the more familiarly diſcourſe 
ith us about theſe great, inviſible and 
ternal Things; and tent as ſurely to 
from that unknown World, we are 
o highly deſirous to be inform'd of 
and more ſurely too) than any mortal 
lan whatſoever could poſſibly ſatisfy us, 
hat he came from any foreign Country 
pon Earth to this our native Land; * 
or that the bleſſed Jeſus, the Author 
f our Faith and Finiſher of our Sal- 
ation, was infallibly ſuch an one, the 
nexceptionable "Teſtimonials he brought 
long with him (which Jam now about 
d lay before you) I make no Queſtion 
ill convince you all, to the full. For 
hat were the ; 'Teſtimonials the Lord 
feſus brought” from Heaven with him, 
o demonſtrate to all the World, who 
e was, and from -whence he came? 
[ere they his own ſolemn Affirmation 
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not 
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ih the ' Caſe? No! He truſted - 1 


— „ ³ —u-‚2 ͤ——[— 
= 5 2 — © 


„ 
not to that, though he truly told the 
s, that if he bore Record of himſelf 
is Record was true, becauſe the Al. 
mighty Father was with him. Were they 
a Cloud of other Witnefles then to vouch 
for his Fidelity and Truth in all that he 
ſaid or did? He depended not on that 
neither; though he often and unanſwera. 
bly appeal'd to the 'Teftimony of Mo{e: 
and the Prophets, and of St. Fohy Bap. 
tiſt concerning himſelf, who was the grea 
teſt Perſon at that Time, that had bee 
born of a Woman. Were they Letter 
Patent then ſigned and ſealed (like the 
ten Commandments of that Law) b 
the Hand of God, the King of Heave 
himſelf, from whom. he came? Not < 
neither; though ſuch Credentials are the 
higheſt Evidence, that the wiſeſt Prince 
upon Earth do put their Truſt in; b 
whether written with Ink and Pen, 9 
graven with Steel or Diamond, the athei 
ſtical Scepticks of the World, would ce 
ſure them, as liable to Counterfeit (l 
Forgery through the Wickedneſs an 
Craft of Men. 
What were the Teſtimonials then, t 
unconteſtable Teſtimonials (I muſt ch 
them) not poſſible to be gainſaid buy 
Angels or Men, which the bleſſed e/uſ- 
* brought with him, to win the Faith 4F-: 
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Wl! Mankind to every Thing he faid or 
0 lid, in the open View of the World ? 


Attend, wonder and believe with Com- 
fort (O my Chriſtian Brethren) for 
they were nothing leſs than downright 
Omnipotency, or a manifeſt Almighty Pow- 
er, apparently inveſted in his own Per- 
ſon, by which he demonſtrably prov'd, 
ind beyond all Poſſibility of Exception, 
that he not only came from the one 
only true God, Creator and Governor of 
the World, but did y partake with 
im alſo in © his abſolute Sovereign 

ver it. Nor can it poſſibly be 1 

han ſo, if an Apoſtle may have any 
Credit with us, who expreſiy tells us, 
hat by that very Feſus were all Things 
treated, that are in Heaven, and that 
re in Earth, whether they be Thrones 
r Domittions, or Principalities or Powers, 
Tull Things were created by him and for 
him ; and if ſuch created Power be 
ot Almighty, we ſhall talk but weakly 
Cam ind either of Religion or of 
Cod. Vet, if we want more ' ſenſible 
onviction in the Caſe, does not Mat- 
8 er of Fact prove the ſame Thing of 
cum, in his loweſt State of Humiliation 
U (5 t- .t HI L C41 4 n 
cl. A %%% fd i , 
1 C offer d 


\ 


C 26. 
offer'd: itſelf 9 him, for . Tryal of his 


Foyer hexe, did not own and teſtify 
his uncontr 50 Hominion over them 
With A commanded unclean 
Spirits, and of Lao a vio Ws; CMark i. 
270 * 21 25 Pr his Godhead o- 

he came 7 torment 


em, 9 viii. 29.0 He rebuked the 
Wind and raging | e. of the 
= which mock at the, Cries and 
— . be 
mein. & £411; j ANG! att. 
Viii. 200, He cured. all ;Diſeaſes of Men, 
with WO artful. Application, for that end, 
1550 2 V his Word alone; barely ſaying, 
Wi * thou 3 75 35 . be thou 


. 15 pra ute 7 MS &c.) 
"ms unconfin of Pref ence, as 
0 within _ as er us, by, dif 


cerping, the unutter d Thoughts Of, Men“ 
Hearts, (Mart. ix. + Ike V. 22% More. 
over, he; rai dead Bodies, and 
commandgd the aps Souls to return 
again, from che cher World. to chen, 

5 125. 2 Sh 4 A And, 


which neither. Re Frophets, 
ee Sade ald. could, do, 
though the deareſt Fri of God. in 


Ages z he gave., Commiſion and An, 
ority to his Diſciples, who believ'd 


in him, to do the ſame Things, and 
bt 1530 | * | | greater 1 
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ter Works tos „by Virtue ur a 
5 Word alone in His Sands (Jan xiv; 12. 
i. i000 0h 2 f: anotts 
Y/:::Pabſe: here when (my dear Brethren) 
and: exctciſe. yorir deepeſt Meditations 
pon this gieat Subject for à while! 
Conſider ſeriouſſiq withih y es, what 
eld Fi ion of unetring Truth, 
© every/tiArticte:lof you, Chriſtian Faith, 
and every Doctrine of the Goſpel in 

che New Teſtament” are built upon for 
„they are nothing tefs than tlie very 
ſecret COumſels of i: God himſelf, taken 
in / thb-Courb: of Heaven from the Foun- 
dation cof tlie World for the: Redemp- 
tion anti / Salvhtion of fallen hf ,¶ 
publiſh d to the Inhabitants, of the Earth 
below , by this divine Embaſſatlor we 
haue now been ſpeaking of, Who was 
himſelf immediately preſent at them all; 

and by Signs, Ffophecies, Nliradles; and 
Power unimitable by any crear Hein 

whatſoeber, openly Aland and brated 
himſelf to be the very eternal Son of 
d, God, bole with the! Father, in Power 
and Majeſty, in Truth and Wiſdom 
„ve ; .o that tis a Contradiction to na- 
in tural Senft and Reaſon, as well as horrid 
rf Blaſphemy, to think he could deceiye or 
iff miſinform us, in any ned mat be 45 


| vera to us. 
e 2 2 Would 


Would you be, ſettled in your 
Minds roy of 2 0 of | all 


7 all, which this blefſed Jeſus delivered 


Apoſtles, | 
Ghoſt, ſhould leave them on Record 
for us for ever, in the Books! of the Ney 
Teſtament: Search thoſe Holy Scripture, 
and in them you'll | plainly find you 
- have eternal Life reveałd to you 
And if you bear in Mind from what Hand 


your Faith to what is written in them, 
or unavoidably conſeſs, that Omnipo- 
4 it ſelf cant cure ſuch Infidelity, 
or out Means ſufficient to eonvinc 
ſuch unbelieving Souls; ſince no leſs 
by what the Almighty Jeſus faid anc 


you, the Reſolution he has given us 0! 
us; namely, the Immortality of ou 


Bols, and the Reſurrection from thi 
[| Pcad, I can't but recommend to yo 


"(+28)) 


things that concern you in the World 
to come? In God's Name conſult and 
ſtudy that authentick Memorial of them 


to his Church from his on Mouth, 
whilſt he lived here below, and took 
Care that his inſpired Evangeliſts and 
Ap by the Guidance of the Hoh 


come, you muſt either give up 


did amongſt us here below. i 
And to point out more particularly tc 


the two great Chriſtian T ruths be fore 


ſerio 


— 


( 2 

ſerious EE one. remarkable 
Diſcourſe he had with. the N of 
his time upon thoſe important Subjects, 
becauſe it is a ſhort and full Determi- 
nation for us both of one Ka the o- 

ther. tho, AT Tea 
That, Sect of Hereticks am amongſt the 
ps, denyed both theſe Truths, and on 
0 profeſſed there was no Reſurr ecti- 
neither Angel nor Spirit Gf. any. 
kind whatſoever) amongſt all the Crea- 
tures. of God, though. 2 Pbhariſees con- 
fefled both: Thus che ſacred Text tells 
us of them (Aus xXili. 8.) and ſo con- 

ident were they in that Hereſie of thei 
Fo they ventur d to diſp ute the 8 
ſed Jeſus abopt it: 8 according to 
s.., wonted . Authority and Zeal for 
5 immediatel) N their Miſ- 
take, and in La 4 hüt ver) plain 
Tm 2 125 ro them ta 
4% e "G he) not, 
ee of | 


EE and an 


r 
the contrary Truth to us all, had he 
ſaid no more: But, to ſet them righter 
ſtill in ſuch neceſſary and important 
Truths as theſe, he condeſcended farther, 
to conſider their mean Objections againſt 
them; and to give them ſo much Light 
into the true State and Condition of 
Mankind in that other World (which 
they were ignorant of before) as made 
their Arguments immediately appear in- 
ſignificant, and wholly foreign to the 
Nature of the thing: For they argued 
(as 75 know the holy Scripture tells 
us) from ſuch temporal Relations only 
of Mankind 'in this Life, as marrying 
and giving in Marriage are, from whence 
they could , conceive” no otherwiſe, but 
that great Abſurdity and Confuſion would 
ariſe in fome fuch Caſes, as they men- 
tion'd to him, if we ſhould ever meet 
together in the ſame Relation and 
Capacity again: To which the Anſwer 
of our bleſſed Lord (who knew the 
Condition of Mankind in that other 
World, as well as here) was plain and 
falt ; aſſuring them at once, that ſuch 
Relations and Capacities as- thoſe, ſhould 
at the Reſurrection for ever have an 
end; and though the fame- Perſons ſhould 
certainly be raiſed again, which lived 
here before, yer their State of Life then, 


as 


4 
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1s well as tlie corruptible Subſtance of 
their Bodies, ſhould be fo improv'd and 
dignify*d then, by him that made them 
and raiſed them from the Grave, that 
they ſhould be hke the very Angels in 
Heaven, who have no ſuch Relations 
amongſt an Orders of them, but remain 
unchangeably the fame, both, in their 
Number and immortal Nature too, with- 
out © ever dying, or increaſing of their 
Kind; and ſo ſhall Men do too (ſays 
he) in that other World, where the 
Number of God's elected Saints, intend- 
ed to dwell with him in Heaven for 
ever, ſhalt be "perfectly compleat and 
fall ; and conſequently no Increaſe or 
Is K* of Men to take place there. 
Thus he determin'd the firſt impor- 
anc Truth in Diſpute between them, 
The Certainty ''of tbe Reſurrec tion of th 
Dead. And perfectly agreeable to his 
Determination of it, is his great Apoſtle's 
Doctrine of it, where he treats at large 
about the lame Subject : For in the 
Neſurrection (ſays St. Paul) ibis mortal 
Body ſhall pat on Mortality, and ibis 
corruptihle Mall put on corrupt ion, and 
this natural Body \foalt * then le raifed 
4 ſpirituas Bol A Change ! which 
we can't but ſee muſt advance the Na- 
ture of Man as near as poſhbly can be 
wii HE | Gon» 


b 
Þ 
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eonceived, to the very Nature of the, An. 
gels eme for to be; incarryptible, 
immortal and ſpiritnal Beings for ever 
in our on Perſons, comes up to the 
fulleſt Account that Divine Revelation 
gives us of that higheſt Order of Crea 
tures amongſt all the Works of God 
Dutith en, 57 vidgoona or 
even in it's own Nature, and before 
the Reſurrection of the Dead, through 
the Image of God ſtamp'd upon it a 
the firſt Creation, he confutes the ; fame 
Adverſaries from the very Words of 
God himſelf out of the Books gf Me; 
(the avow'd Law-giver to all the, Nation 
of the Zews) where God proclaims him. 
ſelf; the God. of Abraban, the God of 
Jaac, and the; God of: Faggp, (that is, o 


Men, who ſor many Generations befon 


had been dead and huryid amgngſt them) 
and yer God (lays hej ig not ti Gd 
the dead, but of the living,” for all live: un. 
bim; wherefore you do greatly err, ({ay: 
he) repeating that mild Rebuke: again, in 
thinking that tempqral Death here put 
an epd ton the Life and Being of the 
Souls of Men for vert. 
Thus he put to Silence thoſe here · 
£009 eines fat t ud 3 nr 57 
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| tical-Sadducees * (as the Texts immed(- 
0 ately; followitig do tell us) and made 
el the Multitudes about him-aſtoniſh'd at the 
Evidence and Power of his unanſwerable 
4 Arguments. 
d But if poſitive and plain Words affect | 
| you. more, mind how the Divine Fe/us 
1} delivers theſe? great Trutlis in ſuch -fa- 
re miliar Terms at other times, that his 
a meaneſt Hearers could not poſſibly miſ- 
u take him: be Hour is coming 95 he) 
el in tbe which all that are in the; Graves 
jf batt: bear the Voice of the Son f God, aud 
Hall come forth, they tbat have _ 11 
Sead, amo the Reſurreftion Life, and " 
bey. that have doe Evil utito the Refur- " 
reit ion of Damnation f. And again, in his 
Explication of the Parable © good 
Seed and the Tares of the Field, As 
the Nures are gatberd (ſays he) and 
burnt in the Nre, ſa ſhall. 2 be ut the 
end F this :World. The: Son f Man 
Hall ſend: farth "bis Angels, and they, fall 
i gather ou of bis Kas bn all things that 
end, and them. which' do Iniquity, and 
«| ſhall. caſt them into a Furnace of Fre, 
there ſhall be wailing and gndfhing of 
Teeth! then thatl the. Righteous: "Rhine 
-forth as the wy. in the Kingdom of their 


the - 


ths Mat: xxii. 33r 34: + Joh. v. 28, 29. 
. : Father-; 
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Father; who barb: Ears to benf, "Jet Dim 
dear v. 1 AfidinotAefs ſenſible laſtruction 
fare, is that awful Relation of che rich 
Man and Lazatns in the Goſpel +; 
for Lazarus was dead, ſaid the bleſſed 
Jeſus, and the ricti-Man dvad and bury d 
too; yet both were"! ſeen''alive!ragain, 
the one in Abrabuui s blisful Boſom Kill 
of heavenly Joy; che other : dFeadfully | 
tormented in ſcorching Plames . Inn th 
Thus has this Divine Embaſſador from |. 
Heaven drawn aſide the Veil (I may NE. 
ay). between this viſible : World asd cha a 
ich is to come; and given ug a 
clear a Proſpect of che State ound. Con- 
dition of all Mankind after their \Reſat- 
rection from the Grave, ac. can any 
ways concern us to note, or our im- 
perfect Faculties indeed could poſſibly 
receive here: For we know but Iittle of 
Hur ſelves, if we ſhould ask oriidefire a 
clearer View of it, ſince un inſpir d Apo- 
tle has told us, That. Eye ba not ſeen, 
nor Bar Ra not bath ip enter d imo 
tbe Heurt , Mam to conceive, the things 
- which God oy” e In. them bg 
. Jo Hum. QAM: R 5 
N _ dan deceive your therefor 
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: + Luke xvi. 19. to v. 59. 
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(my gear Brethren), with flattering or 
vain. Words; z neither let your, own Jar. 
tal Hearts, or the, Sceptical aue 


Age you lx, in, abuſe you with any 
vayeringa do be al or unſettled: bananen, 
tions about theſe great and . 


Truths I have. been ſpeakin 7 if 
the; God of Truth himſfelf has ed 
us, once fo all, and that with uncon- 
eſtable Evidence 8. Gees, ang: ear aud too, 
a, to one 71 theſe 115 end- 
n Bleſs States ber da 
kind dba. Wy be e At 
ſt Day, TO, as we have done 
2 or Exil, whilſt . we. lived here 
15 er Queſtion can remain, 
to ſett or - Fears. 2 What is 
likely- Fong. Lak, hen we die, tis what 
the wk Ruler of che. ems asked. our 
A a8. che, laſt . 
be requiz'd. of. Er in this grea 
og Maſter, , he, bar ball J 4 
that I may Hei 72 Lale As if be 
_ fucker, & - NO, doubt now, 
Thaye he rd and cen of. Jon; 
a fo al COME 3. - dur? What. does 
require: me, i 
the; Happineſs and avoid | the Miſery, of 
rei An Enquiry of near (FR, to ug 
all ; and che Anſwer. which gur bleſſed 
Lord gave to that inquiſitive Jew, 135 
del LE 
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what I promiſed ” in my third general 
Propoſition more particularly to explain 

to you, as you bear the Name of Chriſti. 
ans, and deſire to live and dye in the 
comboriable Hopes of that moſt ; holy” Pro- 


It. roc my third Propolition' you 
7 remember was this, To ſhew you 
what Conditions God requires of us un- 
der the Goſpel- Diſpenſation of the Co- 
venant of Grace, for a full Diſcharge of 
our- Chriſtian Duty in this Life, and for 
the faving of our Souls for ever in the 
Life to come. | 

Now theſe Coolitiins: ye [difpgrſed 
throughout the whole New Teſtament. 
mary ag ent them to you in the 
Abe" mpaſs I can, I coole to lay 
before you the ſhort Account a great A-. 
| ' gives us of them, in the firſt Chri- 
an Sermon that ever was preached af. 


Heaven to teach all Mankind their Way 
 thither, together with the practical | Uſe 
his Auditors made of that Sermon, in 
order to follow tlie Directions he had 
given them for it, Which is the earlieſt 
and moſt authentick Precedent" (I think) 
that | we can look for of our Chriſtian e 
| . nn ee . Covenant: of 

"Grace... a 5 Th 
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ter we Holy Ghoſt came - down from ſh 


E 

The Sermon I recommend to you upon 
| Wthis Account is in the ſecond Chapter of 
che Aas of the Holy Apoſtles, preach'd 

by St. Peter, all the Apoſtles being preſent 
- Evith him; and on the very Day of Pente- 
coſt Cor firſt Chriſtian hit ſunday) when 
the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in-the Shape 
of Fiery Tongues, upon theſe Embaſſadors 
of Chriſt, ſent to propagate the Goſpel- 
ovenant - throughout the World: The 
Auditors were thouſands of Jews and 
Froſelytes aſſembled at Jeruſalem from 
all Countries round about it, to celebrate 
heir ſolemn Feſtival there; and amongſt 
hem were the very Murderers of the 
oly Jeſus himſelf. St. Peter with an 
ie Npoſtolical Plainneſs and Authority ſpared 
Dot to tell them to their Face, who and 

what that ſeſus was, whom they had 

ified ; aſſuring them in few Words, 
hat God had raiſed him from the 
lead, exalted him to his own right 
and in Heaven, and made him both 
ord and Chrift ; that is (as he meant it, 
nd they underſtood it) he was the 
e Meſſiah or anoninted Son of God, 
hom Moſes and all their Prophets 
vinted at, and they themſelves at that 
ry. time were expecting ſhould come, 
deliver {/racl, and all that would be- 
de in him, from al their Sins. And 
* 5 6 7 ow - 
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n 
how do we read thoſe guilty Auditor 
receiv'd that unanſwerable Truth, f 
powerfully atteſted to them? The Text 
tells us, hey were pric ted to the Heart: 
Their Conſciences upbraided them (it 
ſeems) with all their former Sins, and 
more immediately with their obſtinate 
Infidelity and cruel Ufage of ſo irmocent 
and divine a Perſon, aſter all that they 
had ſeen and heard concerning him be- 
fore; inſomuch that forthwith, and with 


| | out Delay, they became Believers 3 and 
| A wanted nothing now to know farther, 
18.308 but how they might continue fo, and 
| | de made Fartakers of that Satvati- 
1 on, which was preach'd to them in the 


Name of that very Jeſus ; for ſo the 
Text tells us of them again; Men and 
Brethren, ſaid they, what ſhall we do! 
In which Queſtion of theirs is plainly 
contain'd the whole Enquiry we a 
now ; for *'tis as much as if the 
had expreſly ſaid, What Conditions, 0 
19 ye holy Meſſengers of God, ate requir 
1 of Us Sinners by this Covenant of Grat 
1 you preach to us, to make us Partake 
1 of the eternal Benefits of it? The A 
1 poſtles Anſwer therefore and their im 
4 . | | 
18 __ - mediate Prattice apon it, we have goo 
1 Reaſon t believe, ſet forth thoſe Condit - 
om to the full; and therefore I ſhall mon 
enn \ Part 


tions of our Chri 


ws 1 


particularly explain to you, both one and 
t'other, as I find. them recorded for us in 
the ſame Chapter, wherein this whole 
Relation lies. 

The Apoſtle's Anſwer then to their 
Queſtion was this: Repem, ſaid he, and 
be baptized every one of you, in the Nams 

ages Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of "Sins, 

ye: ſhall. receive the Gift of the Holy 
nd Obſerve, I 1 you, (my be- 
loved Brethren.) that Repentance aud 
Baptiſm are here proclaimed: by an A- 
poſtle (at the 8 0 of his Mouth 
to teach the unconverted World their 
Way to Salvation) as two i 
Conditions of having any Intereſt in the 
Covenant of Grace, or being veconcil'd 
to God in e Jeſus. 1 * ina 

upon 2 
ay — that the Doe 2 
this infoired. 2 here, and the 
practical Uſe which his zealous Auditors 
— of all that he taught them, may the 
more cloſely lye before you at one 
View, I ſhall mention alſo thoſe firſt Con- 
verts immediate Practice upon. it, and: 
then mark out to the ſeveral Condi- 
Duty, contain d in 
the whole, as an approv'd Original (I con- 


ceive) of: what the Damme of n 


_— us all. n 
1 Ds. The 


The immediate Uſe then, thoſe fr 
Converts made of all the Apoſtles preach d 
to them was this: Then they that gladly 
receiv d the Word were baptized, "and the 
ſame Day there were added to them about 
three thouſand Souls ; and they continu'd 
ſtedfaſtiy in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellow- 
ſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers. 
Here's a full and authentick Abſtract (I 
may ſay) of the ſpecial Conditions that the 
Chriſtian Religion (as ſuch) does punctu- 
ally exact and require of all that make Pro- 
on of it, in order to qualify themſelves 
for | the Benefits which the on of God 
pi ed for them. And I would i —— 
diately mark them, one by one, and ex- 
— to you; but — I foreſee a 


Prejudice which tis peculiarly ſeaſonable, 


in this Place, firſt to remove. For ſome 
Men there are, who by an unwary and 
miſtaken Apprehenſion of this Paſſage of 
holy Scripture I am now explaining to 
vou, finding that the Jewiſh Auditors 
did profeſs their Belief in the divine Jeſus, 
whom St. Peter preach'd to them, and 
repented of their Sins alſo, before they 
were baptized ; take Occafion from hence 
: to reproach and ſpeak evil of the 
univerſal Practice of the primitive, as well 
as preſent Church of Chriſt,” for © bapti- 
8 Infants, before 1 can . * 
r 
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In Anſwer to: which unjuſt Prejudice 
and Exception of theirs, I deſire you (my: 
beloved Brethren) carefully to obſerve and 
weigh, the plain and manifeſt Difference- 
between the Caſe of theſe firſt Converts, 
and of all the ſucceeding Ages- of the 
Church after them; by which. you will ſee 
the important Reaſons which indue'd the 
Church of God, in the very earlieſt andi 
pureſt Times of it (even before the Gift 
of Miracles ceaſed amongſt them) to bring 
their Infants to holy Baptiſm, and ſeal 
them with that Seal of the Covenant, for 
the greater Safety of their Souls -| 
The Difference then, between the one- 
and t'other, was this; that foraſmuch as: 
a there was no ſuch. Thing as a Chriſtian 
e Church upon Earth, for thoſe firſt Converts: 
„ 1 . . 
e Jo be admitted into, arth& Time when they 
d firſt came into the World; nor could they 


of be born of Chriſtian Parents (to whole: e 


o Seed the Promiſe of the Covenant was pe- 
rs auliarly made) becauſe there could be no 
ſuch Perſons; as Believers in Being at that. 


Time; nor conſequently any 
Truſtees or Sureties, for them to offer, or 
the Church to accept, for their Sincerity- 
and Perſeverance in the true Faith, becauie: 
the whole: World, beſides themſelves, were 
either Jeus or Heathens ſtill: For theſe: 
and ſuch like Reaſons, it was highly ne 

oft. D 3 ceſſary 


2 b 


\ 


competent 


oF - As 
ceſſary (we all agree) that thoſe firſt 
Converts ſhould in — own Perſons, de- 
clare their Belief of that bleſſed Jeſus, 
whom either by Suffrage or by Silence 
they themſelves had crucified, and openly 
repent them of their Sins, before they 
were admitted to the ineſtimable Benefits 
of that divine Redeemer, to whom they 
could have no Shew of T itle, or = 
hereditary Relation to his Church, whic 
they were then by Baptiſm about to enter 


into. 
of the 


Whereas, in all ſucceeding A 
Church, the Caſe was vaſtly different in e- 
very one of theſe Particulars.  'There 
were Churches ſoon planted in every noted 


Country upon Earth; and Believers daily 


multiplying in them, to ſome thouſands 
in a Day; ſo that every Child that was 
born amongſt them (if we will believe St. 
Paul) was 1anCtified from the Womb; yea, 
though but one Parent of the two, were 
22 Believers in the Lord Feſus ; 

ſo that great Apoſtle expreſly affirms 
it to be, (1 Cor. vii. 14.) Which holy Birth- 
right, under our Covenant of Grace, could 


furely be of no leſs Benefit to the Poſteri- 


ty of Chriſtians, than under the Jewiſb 
Covenant of Works it was of old, when 

God himſelf ordain'd, that Birth; right 
enly ; or barely deſcending from 3 
T | 2 53 


5 


2. I», 
Avraham, ſhould intitle the Seed of Facoh 
to his Sacrament of Circumciſion, and 
bring their very. Infants into Covenant with 
him. And I would fain ask ſuch unfortu- 
nate Diſſenters from the univerſal Prac- 
tice of the Church of Chriſt, who ſurely 
or muſt own, that original Sin in 
Adam deriv'd Infection to his whole Seed, 
from the Fall to the very End of the 
World; which God himſelf by providing 
a Saviour may for us all, confirms to 
be true: I would fain ask ſuch Men (I fayy 
what ſolid Reaſon they can give for not 
believing alſo, that Chriſtian Faith in the 
Parents ſhould derive a Title to covenanted 
Mercies on their Children, where the ſame 
God is a Party in the Covenant too ? 'To 
believe the harder Diſpenſation of divine 
Providence, and deny the more favourable 
one, is an Opinion (one would think) 
ſhould meet with little Countenance; un- 
leſs in unbelieving Nations, where either 
the Eſſence or the Attributes of the Al- 
mighty are not own'd. I might add to 
this, our bleſſed Saviour's manifeſt En- 
couragement of it, by his own Practice 
towards theſe harmleſs: Infant-Souls, com- 
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þ  manding little Children to be brought to 
n him, and declaring them to be Subjects of 
t che Kingdom of Heaven, which, in his bum 
Language implies as much, as that they 
1 005 „ 


/ 


one, all the indiſpenſable Conditions this 


Worid, and to reap 


in the World to come. And this I ſhall 
now do for you (God willing) as fully 
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were proper Members. for the Church of 
God here, and alſo qualified to be Saint 
above hereafter ; ſuch is his familiar No- 


— —— 
— 


tion of the Kingdom of Heaven, in his own 


moſt holy Goſpel : And this Mark of Ap- 
probation he was pleas'd to ſhew, even 
when his own Diſciples, in a warm Zeal, 
without a due Knowledge of their Maſter's 
Will (after the Manner of theſe prejudiced 
Chriſtians now a Days) preſumptuouſſy 
forbad it to be ſo. But I hope what I have 
aid to you, as briefly as I can, will fatisfy 
you all, of the ſufficient Reaſons and 
Authority, which moved the primitive, as 
well as preſent Church, to bring their 


Infants unto holy Baptiſm, for their more 


prefect Title to the Covenant of Grace. 
_ mi bets be ſaid, even e Au- 

ority of holy Scripture itſelf; but this 
ſeaſonable Digreſſion (for ſuch, at leaſt, I 
thought it to be) has detain d me too 
long, from marking out to you, one by 
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Covenant of Grace requires f us, in or- 
der to live and dye in due Communi- 
on with the Church of Chriſt in this 
all the eternal Be- 
nefits purchaſed by his Death for us, 


and faithfully as I can. 
"a". | 7 Namely, 
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N _ Baptiſm, Faith and! Repen- 
" JUNE ct 2! 
A ſtedfaſt Cote in che Apoſtle's 

Doctrine. 

A cloſe Fellowſhip or ee with 
them, in the Church of their plan- 
ting in the World. 

Partaking conſtantly there in breaking 
of Bread together (after their Exam- 
ples 3) that is, in the holy n 
of the Lord's Supper. 

And laſtly, in publick Prayers alſo: For 
the holy Text tells us, they continu- 
ed n. in all theſe T hings. - 


- Theſe failameneal; Conditioris 405 _ 
quir'd of us in the Chriſtian Covenant of 
Grace, I ſhall ſingly explain to you, as I 
find them plainly contain d in the New Te- 
ſtament, which by God's good Providence 
2 is familiarly to be found in all FR 


And I begin, where dhe Church ſo war- 
rantably does, with the Duty of -Hely Bap- 
tiſm. Wherein the Scripture. is ſo clear, 
that the very Form of it is given us there 
from the Son of God's own Mouth, ia 
theſe expreſs Words to all his Apoſtles; 
Go and make all Nations my Diſciples 
an fo the m Word imports) bap- 

 tizing 
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tizing them in the Name of the Father, ani ll 
of the Son, and of the Holy' Ghoſt. And e 
the Matter, with which it is to be ad. In 
minifter'd- is as plainly taught us by hi; © © 
great Apoſtle St. Peter; who, upon No- 
tice by an Angel, was called to make £* 

the Heathen Family of Cornelius become 

| | Chriſtians (which by the way, were the ſt! 
 ' firſt' Converts: from the Heathen World It 

id! | too 3) and having convinc'd them of the Id 
Truth of the Goſpel he preached (as he In 
had done to the before) he calls W(! 

for Vater to baptize them withal, even It. 

7 were baptized by the Ho- 

Ghoſt in a miraculous Manner before; It 
r ſo the Text it ſelf tells us, as quo- t 

ted 8 vt” 2 b. 

ſtanding Who can forbid Water (ſays 

Apoſtle) that theſe ſhould! not be bap- 

who. have received the Holy ' Ghoſt 

well” as we Thus were the very 
Ferm and Matter of this Sas 
crament ſo authentickly deliver'd unto us 
that the Church might more punctually 
adminiſter the ſame in all W Ages 
80 the World's End. | 
And I make no queſtion (my beloved 

Brethren) but by Þ bare Nelson off 
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which was in direct Obedience, to be ſure, 

to their Lord and Maſter's expreſs Com- 
miſſion to them all, you can't but refle 
and wonder at two ſorts of Men amongſt 

your ſelves, who name themſelves Chriſti 
ans too. 
1. Thoſe unaceountable Deſpiſers of 
eIchis Divine Sacrament of Chriſtian Bap- 
J tiſm, who deſperately venture to live and 
e dye, without any Uſe or Hope of Be- 
e Nnefit by it; and ſuffer their innocent 
I; (but highly injur'd) Children to do ſo 
n too, rather than believe that waſhing with 
Water (be. it from the conſecrated Foun- 
tain in the Houſe of God, or in any o- 
ther warranted Place) ſhould in any wiſe 
be "inſtrumental to the waſhing away of 
din, though the Son of God himſelf, you 
ſe, ordain'd it for that very Uſe, and 
of bis inſpired Apoſtle practiſed it accor- 
lingly, who receiv'd his Commiſſion im- 
mediately from him. A deſperate De- 
anee ſurely to the Power and Truth, and 
idem of Almighty God himſelf; as 
he could not, or would not make 
good his own Ordinances to ſuch Effects 
and "Uſes as he manifeſtly commanded 
ind appointed them for. juſt as the 
mocked” at the Prophet Hush Ad 
waſhing ſeven times in the River 
..- Jordan 
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Jordan for the cleanſing of his Leproſy : 
Yet, by the 'Trial of it - (upon -infinite- 
ly meaner Motives than the Prophet's 
Words were) he found himſelf healed, 
and became a Proſelyte to Eliſha's God 
for ever. And may all, that either wil- 
fully or ignorantly have neglected thi; 
their Chriſtian Baptiſm, by ſome com- 
paſſionate Providence of God, be brought 
to a ſenſe of their deſperate Miſtake allo, 
and haſten to perform this indiſpenſable 
Condition of the Covenant of Grace; 
in which Covenant and in our perform- 
ing every known Condition of it, all 
the Hope-of our Salvation lies. Burt, 
2. This Example of St. Peter's Practice 
ſhould give a ſtartling Alarm (one ſhould 
think) to another ſort of Men among 
you alſo; who by no means would be 
thought 'to be unbaptized Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe the Scripture ſpeaks ſo much of 
a Baptiſm enjoined by the Son of God; 
but fe ne a Baptiſm. of the Spi- 
rit - is upon many different , Occaſions 
 mention'd- there alſo ; that Baptiſm 
alone, they claim by a peculiar Title to 
themſelves, and by heat of Imagination 
are ſo aſſured and confident that the b 
Holy! Ghoſt has baptized every one offi 
them, that they are not to be. convinced 


— 


zz a a— TT. 


| "on 


md A” e Ut 


( 49 ) 


the Caſe, that they need any other fort of 

Baptiſm "whatfvever: 

In which lamentable Deluſion of theirs, 
I think you can't but evidently ſee and 
wonder at their 3 Opinion 
and Practice in theſe two particular In- 
his ſtances. 

1. That dien pretend to give any _ 
ſuch»Proof or Teſtimony of their being 
baptized by the Holy Ghoſt as the Family 
of Cornelius actually did, of whom the 
;W Scripture it ſelf ſays, that All about them 
"Wwcre aſtoniſhed to ſee the Gifts 7 the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt poured out upon them *, and as 
, a 2 of it, heard them [peak 
ice with ' Tongues (ſuch as they had never 
learnt” to ure) and glorified God in them. 
An 

ber though they could do ſo, or 
their unwarrantable Conceit were true; 
di yet ſtill by their Contempt of the Churchꝰs | 

Baptiſm, they would ſtand in open De- 
hance to the Authority of this inſpir d 
Apoſtle of our Lord, who commanded 
his Diſciples to be adenine into Cove- 
nant with God by Water-Baptiſm, even 
after he himſelf had _—_ that they were 
n by the H _ Ghoſt ; Can any 
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ſhould not be baptized, who have received 
the Holy Ghoſt as well as we And be 
commanded them to be baptized in the Name 
of the Lord. þ 2 
Such' as will thus ſhut up their Eyes a- 
gainſt ſo clear a Beam of Light which 
the Sun of. Righteouſneſs gives us in 
the Goſpel, and will walk in Paths of 
their own finding out; though Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, and the Church of 
God in all Ages, mark out the only true 
one for them; all I can ſay is, love 
them, pity them, meekly admoniſh and 
pray for them, as Friends, Neighbours 
and Brethren, in our common Nature 
rogether, though not in Faith and 'Truth 
with us. But into their Secrets (O my 
Brethren) enter not, and unto their ſo- 
lemn- Aſſemblies unite not your ſelves, 
as you tender your eternal Intereſt in 
the Covenant of Grace (upon which all 
our Chriſtian Hope muſt ſtand). for this 
fundamental Condition of that Covenant 
is not there. And thus far of the 
_ Condition mentioned, our holy Bap- 
enn vw 1 | . 
The next in Order, as they lie before us, 
is our Chriſtian Faith, 
The abſolute Neceſſity of which Grace 
is ſuch, that every one muſt ſee, no 
Foundation can be laid for any of the 
ae th . — . follow- 
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4 following Conditions without it; for that 
be we ſhould do any thing towards our 
e Salvation, before we are conſcious of our 
Wants, and believe we have a Saviour, 
a and his All- ſufficiency to ſave us too, 
ch is little to be hoped for, and as vain 
in to perſuade a reaſonable Man to do. 
of Here it is therefore that our Chriſtian 
/\ Faith begins; we muſt heartily believe, 
of what the firſt Chriſtian Preacher teaches 
ue us, that God the Father has exalted the 
Ve crucify'd Jeſus to his own right Hand 
nd in Heaven, and made him both Lord 
ns and Chriſt; which in the full Senſe and 
re Meaning of it; is this; we muſt give 
th the utmoſt Conſent of our Hearts (with- 
out Reſerve, Doubt, or wavering in the 
- Caſe) to this infallibly revealed Truth, 
chat the Man Cbriſt Feſus, ſo miraculouſly 
ng born, as the holy Evangelifts relate it 
all to us; ſo wonderful in all the Works 
hi and Miracles of his Life, ſo tranſcen- 
int ding all the Wiſdom of the World in 
nl the Excellency of his Doctrine; and by 
ip his. own Choice ' (for the ſake of us 
miſerable Sinners) ſo ſhamefully treated, 
us and put to Death upon the Croſs at 
laſt; was alſo no leſs than the eternal 
ace Son of God, and Saviour of the World, 
no united in one and the ſame Perſon to 
the dur frail mortal Nature, for this very 
W E 2 Purpoſe 
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Purpoſe only of our Redemption, and 
without whole Satis faction to the (Juſtice 
of the Father, for our Rebellion againſt 
his Laws, we muſt have lain under God's 
1 for ever, and periſn'd in our 

INS, | 
This I may call the Fountain-Head 
of our Chriſtian Paith, and if we don't 
feel this Spring of 'Truth flowing free 
and clear within our Hearts, to the full 
Conviction of our Souls-in every Part of 
it, we can have no true Faith at all in 
us. That is, unleſs we | believe, and ſen- 
ſibly feel within our Conſciences, that 
we are loſt and undone Creatures, if 
1 left to the C ion of our Nature, 
ad to che ſinful Inclinations of our 
A — 2 — and Paſſions within us; 
ö and ſtand in need of ſome pow- 
erful Help from Heaven, to fave us 
from the miſerable Effects and Conſe- 
1 of them: And moreover, that 
the crucify d Jeſus was ſuch an Allſuſ- 
ficient Saviour, ſent through the infinite 
Co of our merciful God, to 
take away the Guilt of all paſt Tranſ- 
greſſions from every repenting Sinner; 
to teach us the ſure way how to correct 
and overcome thoſe dangerous and fatal 
Inclnations of our Nature; and withal 
to purchaſe Grace and the Gifts of — 
D 4 y 
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yy Spirit from above, for a perfect 
and ſufficient Help to us all for the 
time to come: So that our ſincere En- 
deavours hereafter ſhould be able to 
perform every Condition, which the new 
Covenant of Grace (ſeal'd by the Blood 
of that Divine Jeſus, made Man, and 
dying for us) does require of us: Un- 
leſs we thus believe, I lay, we can have 
no ſaving Faith in us. And the ſure 
Marks for knowing whether ſuch a 
— in us, or no, are ſuch as 
theſe. : 


1. A very humble and mean Opinion 
of our ſelves ; conſidering what wretch- 
ed and unprofitable Creatures we are, 
even when we have done the beſt we 
can do, if we had no other Hope but 
in our own Worth, and in our | 
Performances alone. So that all ſpiritual 
Pride, Self - conceit, or exalting our 
ſelves above our Brethren, in a vain O- 
pinion of being more holy or righteous 
than they, is a bad Symptom that this 
Seed of true Faith has not taken root in 
our Hearts. | | 

2. Another Mark is this, that we 
feel the Love of God (our Redeemer) 
increaſing every Day more and more 
within us, and ſtrongly moying us every 
nl {+6 E 3 Time 
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Time we bend our Knees before him 
either in our Cloſer or the Church, to 
pour forth our Praiſes and 'Thankſgiv- 
ings to him, with all the Ardours of 
Zeal and Devotion, that we poſlibly can 
raiſe in our Hearts; for giving us ſo 
Almighty a Saviour, who is ſufficient 
to - ſtrengthen all our Weakneſſes for us, 
and to deliver us from all the Miſer ies, 
which our fallen Condition would other- 
wiſe bring upon us. For what leſs Ek 
fects than theſe, can any one imagine 
ſuch a Faith muſt produce; who conſi- 
ders Death eternal, and the endleſs Miſc- 
ries of Hell (without the Benefit of a 
Saviour) to be the certain Puniſhment 
of Sin; as the Word of God does poli- 
tively aſſure us they are. And, 

3. And laſtly, the ſame Faith would 
make every ſincere Chriſtian (of what 
Capacity ſoever he be) chearfully and 
readily. ſet about the Performance of 
every Condition in the Covenant of 
Grace, without Murmuring or Diſcou- 
ragement, at any ſeeming Difficulty to 
Fleſh and Blood in any of them; if 
he duly weigh'd the all- powerful Aſſi- 
ſtance #f God's Holy Spirit, dearly 
purchaſed by the Son of God for him, 
and faithfully promiſed" by the Father, 
_ bo all that pill devoutly pray for i 
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and ſet in earneſt about working ont 
their Salvation, and how much more 
when they are infallibly aſſured beſides, 
that all the Joys of Heaven are pre- 
pared for ſuch obedient Believers, 


What remains of the Conditions, not 
yet ſpoken to, I proceed to lay before 
you now. % 1 | 

And the next I mention'd to you is 
Repentance ; the Reaſonableneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of which Condition, is founded 
in the Nature and Attributes of God 
himſelf, who is a Party in this Cove» 
nant with us (for tis a Covenant between 
God and Men : ) And foraſmuch as e- 
very Chriſtian's natural Opinion of God, 
as well as God's own Revelation of him- 
ſelf, proclaim him to be of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity, nor cam any 
Sin dwell with him ; it is hopeleſs to 
think, we ſhould keep in Covenant with 
him, ſo long as we. are chargeable with 
unrepented or unforgiven Sins. I mention. 
theſe two Sorts of Sins here, becauſe 
ſome are blotted out and forgiven already 
through the great Atonement of the 
Croſs. of Christ; whereas others are not 
to be + forgiven: but upon this Condition 
alone, which we are now upon, a hearty 
and fincere Repentance fanghem. I be 


Sins 
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Sins immediately forgiven us upon Accoum 
of the Son of God's ſuffering on the Crotz 
for us, are ſuch Defects, in the very 
beſt Actions of Men, as fall ſhort of 
that perfect Righteouſneſs, wherein God 
created Man at firſt, or can't come up 
to the Holineſs of his divine Laws; 
far ſince the Fall of Adam, none of 
his degenerate Poſterity can attain to 
ſuch Perfection of Nature, or ſuch un- 
ſpotted Purity of Life here: and there- 
ore to ſatisfy the Juſtice of the Father 
for what the Apoſtacy of our firſt Pa- 
rents made us ſo incapable of doing, 
in order to be happy for evermore, as 
from the firſt Creation he intended us 
to be ; the ever blefſed Son of God com- 
paſſionately undertook to make up for us, 
by a Myſtery of Love and Sufferings, 
not to be thought of without Wonder, 
Praiſe, and Adoration, by all Sons of 
en. Nor did he barely anſwer for 
ſuch impracticable Duties only, but pur- 
chaſed Grace beſides (as you have 
heard before) to ſtrengthen our infeebled 
Nature to the full, for the Performance 
of ps © Duty which is ſtill requir'd of 
us, by that new Covenant of Grace he 
contracted with the Father for us; 
bringing them all within the Compaſs 
of our. power and Will; provided 
"_" we 
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te will uſe the ſavourable Means he 
has preſcribed to us, which are the very 
„Conditions I am now explaining to you. 
And amongſt them, none ſhews 
p 


Merits and n- of our | Suffer- 
ing Lord for our ſakes, to be fo com- 
pleat ' and full, as this Condition of 
Repentance doth : For after bringing all 
within our own Power, and therefore 
leaving us without Excuſe, if we would 
not purchaſe Heaven, and eſcape Dam 
nation, by doing all that we ſhould.and 
could do; ſtill, being farther touch'd 
with a Feeling of our Infirmities, and 
knowing the World, the Fleſh and the De- 
vil, might by. Surpriſe, Subtlety, or ſtrong i 
good Men, to ſome Act or Acts of i 
Sin, which in - themſelves are of a dam- F 
nable Nature; and moreover, fome ten- 

der conſcientious Sinners, willing to re- 

cover themſelves and return to God, 

might fear their numerous and - noto- | 
rious Sins could never be forgiven ; for 

theſe Reaſons our compaſſionate Redeem- 

er made Repentauce one Condition of 

his Covenant with the Father for us, 

that neither Men, overtaken by | 
the Force Temptations, nor even = 
wicked Men for any Sins that are paſt, Y 
hould irrecoverably be loaf}, if they x 


would 
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would but timely and ſincerely repent, 
of what they have ſo ' dangerouſly done 
| = one Side, and ſo deſperately on the o- 
cher. ; g N "1 #16 
And now, to make theſe Advantages 
of Repentance of happy Uſe to you al]; 
I ſhall ſhew you at large, in what Manner 
it is to be perform'd. 

And the firſt Step we take towards it 
is, Self-Examination ; not a flight, ſuper- 
ficial one, with a tranſient reflecting 
Thought or two, and ſo have done; 
it muſt be ſtrict, ſolemn, ſerious and 
often too. In every vacant half Hour, 
at leaſt, ever and anon (either before 
the Buſineſs of our Calling begins, or 
when tis fairly over) we ſhould retire, 
and ask our Memory and Conſciences, 
this important Queſtion, What have the 
remarkable Sins or Failings of our Life 
been? And that in Reſpect of all our 
known Duties to God, dur Neighbour, 
and our ſelves. As for Inſtance, have 
ve neglected our daily Prayers at Home 
Or the more ſolemn Worſhip: of God, 
in his'own Houſe (the Church) when 
. openly call'd upon to take Care of our 
own Souls, and honour him there 
Whether his holy Word and Sacraments 
have been, duly valued by us (as neceſ 
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LW} 
Joan Appointment, and without which, 
ede ſhall have great Grounds to fear, 
that little of his true Grace will be in us ) 
for if we light to ſeek him where he has 
promiſed to be found, tis no great 
Wonder if we live without him in the 
World. ; 
Other Enquiries concerning our Duty 
to God ſhould be made, — * we exa- 
mine our Conſciences for the Diſcove 
of our Sins; namely, whether we feel 
ſuch a Belief and Fear within us of his 
d terrible judgments denounced againſt 
*. Sinners, as to ſtand in Awe and tremble 
re at the deliberate Commiſſion of an 
or fl known Sin" againſt him? Or give ſuc 
re. full Credit to his great and glorious 
þ | . . 
e, Promiſes of everlaſting Happineſs to ſuch 
—— . 
he as keep his Commandments, as to check 
ie our own Appetites, part with preſent In- 
tereſt, Pleaſures, or Poſſeſſions in the 
World (if Providence calls us to it) in 
a full Aſſurance and ſteady Expectation 
of them? And divers ſuch «ike , Queries 
fall under this Head; all relating to 
the profound Reverence and Honour 
we owe to God, and all Things belonging 
do him, which your own. Chriſtian Princi- 
ff ples; will naturally ſuggeſt to you: and 
therefore I proceed, 1 
big 2. To hint ſuch En 
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quiries to you, as 
ele 
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5 to your Day a Neighbour; ih 
_— — juſt; and upright 
have — in l _—_ Trade and 
— with them ? How: charitable to, 
uccour and comfort them in all. 
— Diſtreſſes, Wants or Troubles what- I. 
ſoever, to the beſt of your Abilities ? How. 
tender of their 2 — and good . 
Name, by not ſlandering, backbiting, or 
ing evil of any, or giving eaſy Credit . 
to others that da ſo? How dutiful to I, 
Parents, Maſters, Magiſtrates, and all 
a 

0 

I 
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that God himſell has ſet over you in 
Church or State? How careful to breed 
up your Children, and inſtruct your Ser- 
vants in the Fear and Nurture of the 
Lord?: With ſundry other obvious Duties IA 
6 Love and Obedience; for which Is 
chooſe to refer you to the excellent I 
Catechiſin of our Church ; which in few . 
Words, but every one ob; them of EX» 
ceeding Weight and Moment to you, does It 
teach you all to the full. And the like! ch 
es 4 y, of the be $10 tc 
3. And laſt Enquiry alſo, concerning * 
— Duty to our ſelves; for there we fp 
are awfully admoniſn'd by the: Church In. 
of God, of the ſtrict Obligation our 
molt holy Religion lays upon us: all, 
to keep our Bodies in Soberneſs, Tempe- 
Wen and Chaſtity - And if any” Chriſt 
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an Duty calls for a ſtrict Examination 
of ourſelves in order to Repentance, this 
may be ſaid more loudly to do fo, in 
theſe profligate and licentious Times of 
ours ; wherein *tis dreadful to obſerve 
and hear how the crying Sins of Drunk- 
enneſs, Riot, and Intemperance ; Wan- 
d conneſs, Adultery, Fornication, and the 
like, do openly (and well nigh in Boaſt 
tand Triumph, I may fay) abound and 
reign amongſt ' Men : but ſhould the 
Evidence of Conſcience accuſe any Chriſti- 
an of the Guilt of theſe Sins; the one 
only hopeful Way of Recovery and 
Pardon for them, before the Decree of 
God iſſue out againſt him, is an imme- 
diate bitter Sorrow, Shame, Grief, and 
Self- Condemnation in his own Heart, 
at every Remembrance of them; for 
this may open a Door for true Re- 
pentance to come in, and in due Time 
to be per fected in him, which will make 
the Promiſe of the Covenant to belong 
Jo him then. But for any Man to be 
's Fconſcious of ſuch Sins within his own 
e FBreaſt,' and yet be wholly careleſs and 
- unconcern'd about them; to te, = 

Guilt! juſtly chargeable upon him; and 
ub not * ee in the leaſt, of 
ny 5 that attends him ; nay, 
al VC 
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perhaps in a daily Habit of 
WE Drunk» 
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- Drunkenneſs, Wantonneſs, or any ſuch 
like Sins forementioned ; and neither ſec 
nor fear any Danger that his immortal 
Soul is brought into by them; theſe are 
' fad and certain Tokens of a reprobate 
Mind and a harden'd Heart; which 
the moſt favourable Conditions of the 
Covenant can afford no Hope or Com- 
fort to, ſo long as it continues fo : Becauſe 

is no Way yet made for Repen- 
tance. to take Place there, upon which 
the Benefit of all the = depends ; 
Except you repent, you ſhall periſh *, 
ſaid 24 that ſeal'd the Covenant for 


1 proceed then to that ſecond Part o 
Repentance, juſt now intimated to you, 


which is a godly Sorrow at Heart, for all: 


choſe Sins, which Self-Examination hi: 
freſhly brought into the penitent Sin 
ners Mind. St. Paul ſpeaks of ſuch a 
Sorrow as this, and attributes ſuch Vir 
tue to it, that godiy Sorrow (ſays he 
works Repentance to Salvation never t 
be repented of F. A Character ! which 
would make every Man impatient wit 
himſelf, till he ſorrowed after | ſuch 
* Luke xiii. 15. f 2 Cor. vii. 10. 


129 Manner 
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ch Manner: For alt Men ſadly know, they 
ſee have need of Repentance ; and every 
tal one wiſhes ſo to repent here, as to need 
no : farther Sorrow for his Sins, when 
twill be too late, hereafter ; but that 
his Tranſgreſſions might be pardoned, 
and his Salvation ſecure, before the 
great Day of the Lord's Viſitation comes : 
And fince this | godly Sorrow St. Paul 
ſpeaks of, is the true Seed of all thoſe 
bleſſed Fruits ſo deſirable and happy for 
Man, as to prevent all the Miſeries which 
the forbidden Fruit brought on Adam 


ſhall need ſay no more for your full 
Inſtruction in this Point, than to examine 
with you the ſeveral Particulars the great 
Apoſtle preſcribes, for making this peni- 
tential Godly Sorrow an effectual Cure for 
the Sins of Men. | 

And ſuch as are univerſally neceſſary to 
make every Sinner's Repentance accepta- 


are theſe : 
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and his Poſterity (taking in the Merits 
of . Chriſt's Sufferings with it) I think 1 
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ble to God, and benefigial to themſelves 


1. A religious Anger at themſelves, 
or even Hidignation, (as the Apoſtle's 
Word is) for having led ſuch unac- 
countable: Lives, as habitual Sinners do; 
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which upon their own Reflection alone, 
they find is little likely to gain them 
any true Credit with Men, and if the 
Scripture is believ'd, will ſurely kindle 
the! Wrath of an Almighty God againſt 
them. This alone would make an in- 
genuous Temper not a little offended, 
and that directly at itſelf ; to think he 

is every Day loſing Eſteem and Honour, 
by his own Act and Deed, both with 
God and all good Men. But as many 
as are not loft ſo far as to forget that 
they are reaſonable Creatures too, muſt 
have infinitely greater Cauſe of Indigna- 
tion at themſelves, to conſider that God 
their Maker once ſtamp'd his own moſt 
holy Image upon their Souls, on Purpoſe 
to diſtinguiſh them from all the viler 
Parts of his Creation, and to take them 
into Heaven at laſt; and that they are 
blotting out that ineſtimable Image of 
his, and with their own Hands too, as 
faſt as they can: For every wilful Sin 
they commit, des manifeſtly do ſo; 
whether thoſe of leſſer Obſervation (yet 
tlack with Guilt, and hateful in the 
'Eyes of Heaven and Men) ſuch as are 
Envy, Hatred, Malice and Revenge ; all 
- falle, deceitful, cruel, or uncharitable Be- 
baviour towards one another; and more 
4 * | notorl- 
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e, notoriouſly ſtill, thoſe! fatal Sins againſt 
m our own Bodies; Drunkenneſs, Adultery; 


e Fornication, and carnal Uncleanneſs, of 
e every kind; by all which Sins, unhappy 
it Souls, who can tamely allow themſelves 
-in them, are poorly degenerating from 
d, Ja Nature, little lower than the Angels, 
he into that of the meaneſt Creatures, who 
ir, have nothing elſe but mere bodily Senſe 
th and Motion in them. To which, if we 
ny add the poſitive Decree of Heaven a- 
gat I gainſt them, that they who do ſuch things 
uſt hall not inherit the Kingdom 45 Cod . 
a- Men muſt think but little 

od much leſs Hopes is there, of their even 
oft © coming to Repentance, if by Self- exa· 
ole © mination, they find themſelves thus ac- 
ler ¶ ceffary to their own miſerable Condition, 


em and yet go eafily on, not offended in , 


are the leaſt at themſelves, or have any 
of © fort of penitential Indignation at their 
as dangerous and ſhameful. Ways. And 
Sin I thus is a religious Anger and Indignation 
o ; at our ſelves a neceſſary Step to that godly 


yet Sorrow, which the Apoſtle tells us, will 
the ¶ work Repentance to Salvation, never to 


are be repented of. | 1 
all 2. A ſecond: Branch of it is, an awful 
Be- ö | | 

ore Ex Gal. v. 21. 


r- 1 . Fear 


ure, and 


NL . 

Fear of what will follow afterwards, if 
Men repent not of their Sins; and he 
that is appointed to be Judge of — 


and dead at the general Reſurrection, 
has left ſuch a Sentence upon Record 
in the Goſpel, to be pronounc'd upon 
impenitent Sinners at that Day, as tis 
hard to repeat only, and not to tremble, 
g he curſed (lays he) into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis Au- 
gels *, A Puniſhment grounded on the 
eternal Juſtice and almighty Power of 

a provoked God, and the immortal Na- 
- ture of the offending Sinner's Soul; 

Who had: defy'd all the 'Threatnings of 
that Divine Power and Juſtice, during 
all his Day of Grace, that is, as long 
as ever he lived; and moreover bad 
ſlighted all the tender Offers of God's 
Love and Mercy to him too; chooſing 
wilfully to enjoy the poor Pleaſures of 
Sin for a Moment, rather than the richeſt 
Rewards of Repentance and Obedience 

to his God ; though they were aſſured 


to him to be no leſs, than the fulneſs of 


Joy and perfect Happineſs in the glori- 
dus Manſions of Heaven for evermore. 


And in that fearful Sentence abovemen- 


. Mat. xkxv. qt. 
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tioned, are center d and containd at 
once, all the Fears that can be thought 
of to move the moſt harden'd Sinner 
living to a melting Sorrow for his Sins. 
If they prevail not, there's little ho 
that any leſſer Inſtances of the Danger 
he is in ſhould raiſe that penitential 
Paſſion of a godly. Sorrow in him; where- 
fore leaving him to the unreveal'd! (and 
therefore unexpected) Compaſſion of his 
Judge, I pas nm ͥͥ 12s 


3. To another Branch of Godly Sor- 
row, which in the Apoſtle's Account, is 
call d, A Vebement Deſire; being an Aﬀ- 
fection of the Heart, implying the inward 
Ardour and paffionate Concern of a truly 


penitent Soul, to undo (as far as it is 


poſſible) all the Evil that he had ever 
done; and to make his Peace with his 
offended God, tho' by all the hardeſt 
Means that the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould 
require of him: A kind of holy Impati- 
ence within him, to become a neẽw Man; 
taking Pleaſure in nothing ſo much, as 
to feel Sin dye, and Grace revive in him: 
And accordingly is cautious of all the 
dangerous Company he had uſed before, 
and in new modelling the careleſs Courſe 
af his former Converſation, and ſo far 
e | taking 
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leave of the World, as to fol- 
low the neceſſary Duties of his Calling, 
with a prudent and moderate Care only; 
indifferent to the great Improvements of 
it, leaving all that to Povidence alone, 
without uneaſy Carking or Solicitude a- 
bout it. And laſtly, he is altogether cold 
and indifferent to whatſoever is call'd plea- 
ſurable Paſtime, Jollity, or merry Diver- 
ſion by the World; delighting rather to 
rerire, read, meditate and pray, that he 
might converſe moſt and principally with 
God and good Men. And theſe happy 
Marks of a true penitent Sinner, will bear 
Witneſs to his Vehement Deſire of becom- 
ing a new. Creature, and being ſurely. ac- 
company d with a Godly Sorrow for his 
Sins will make a large Advance in that Re- 
re to Salvation never to be repented 


4. Another Fruit of Godly Sorrow, in 
the holy Text before us, is Chriſtian 
Zeal, which naturally ſprings from the 
two foregoing Branches. of a real Anger 
at our ſelves for the Guilt and Folly. of 
our former Wore and a vehement Deſire 
to recover our ſelves, to the utmoſt: of 
our Power hereafter: For the penitent 
Sinner finding that his Hatred of a 
DAPI - VICIOUS 
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vicious Life and his Love to God ran 
very low with him, whilſt he allowed 
himſelf to live eaſy in a Courſe of noto- 
rious Sins, which were ſo ſtrictly and 
plainly forbidden by the Laws of God; 
his Heart is now doubly inflamed with a 
holy Deteſtation and Abhorrence. of his 
former preſumptuous and unreaſonable 
Courſe of Life, and his Paſſions riſe ſo 
high at nothing that befals him from 
without, as at the ſad Remembrance of 
the wilful Sins he has ſo eaſily and ſo 
often committed, without the leaſt Re- 
morſe of Conſcience for the ſame. In 
ſuch Inſtances as theſe, penitential Zeal 
exerts it ſelf: And I can't but take notice 
to yon, that all this while it has peculiar 
Reference to nothing elſe, but barely the 
ſpiritual Uſe and Benefit of the Peni- 
tent himſelf. His Neighbour is not trou- 
bled with his Zeal, as in many Examples 
of leſs ſincere Zealots it is: His Friends, 
Neighbours and Brethren, may perhaps 
in proper Seaſons reap the profitable Fruits 
of an affectionate Admonition from him 
(but a very calm and gentle one to be 
ſure, and that in perfect Charity to their 
Souls 3) tho this true Zealot has no Self- 
conceit of any extraordinary Grace in 


himſelf, and therefore is much leſs guy 
HERS 0 
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of reproaching, deſpiſing, or thinking lit- ef 
tle of his Neighbour Pur this rar by ſum 
the by:) The farther Zeal of a true don 
Penitunr is chiefl _ and prineipally towards of 
God; by good Spirit he is ſup-¶ con! 

d now to be end from his ſpi- Ane 
ritual Lethargy, and to bethink himſelf ¶ inde 
how careleſs, cold and unaffected he has 
uſed to be, both in his private and pub- 
lie Office of Devotion; nay, peradven- 
ture has prophaned God's" holy Name 
by his cuſtomary Swearing and Curſing 
in familiar Converſation, and given Oc- 
caſion to the Enemies of the Lord to fore 
blaſpheme and ſpeak evil of all Profeſſors I wiſe 
of Religion in general: The doleful Re- Self 
membrance of all which things now Sinr 
wounds his Sou! to the quick, and makes I may 
— Heart bleed 3 And the £ Lon 
only Hopes he has ing ever par- pen 
ora . dhem, is for 8 Mo! 
be'/ eminently ſtrict and punctual in his che 

Attendances upon God, both in his Clo- N pruc 
ſet and the Church; and therefore raiſes I and 
his Heart to the hig heſt Pitch of De- Nitrox 
votion, as well in os as other; as the ¶ ſure 
moſt awful Senſe? of that tremendous ] the 
"Majeſty he worſhips, can bring him to; Alm 
Joining a ſtedfaſt Faith to it, in all his A 

e and Promiſes ; with a blirernels Div 
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bf Heart within him for daring fo pre- 
ſumptuouſly to provoke him, as he had 
done, and an undiſſembled Condemnation 
of himſelf alſo, as the vileſt and moſt 
contemptible of all the Sons of Men. 
And herein appears that excellent Zeal 
indeed, which the Apoſtle mentions as 


a genuine Fruit of Godly Sorrow for our 
Sins. | 


39. The laſt I ſhall mention, is Self- Re- 


venge : I call it fo, becauſe all other 
Revenge is a damnable Sin; and there- 
fore the Apoſtle doubtleſs meant no other- 
wiſe by the Revenge in his Text. Now 
Self-Revenge is nothing elſe but the 
Sinner's chaſtening himielf, in Hope he 
may be leſs ſeverely - chaſten'd of the 


Lord; and therefore implys in it ſuch 


penitential Practices as theſe ; Self-Denial, 
Mortification, a crucifying the Fleſh with 
the Affections and Luſts thereof; by 
prudent Faſtings, Watchings, temperate 


and abſtemious Living, thwarting his 
ſtrongeſt Appetites to every ſenſual'Plea- 


ſure, and (to teſtify his Contempt of 
the World) by as liberal and expenſive 
Alms as his Condition will admit of 5 
in a Word, by giving a general Bill o 

Divorce to all che Sins he has been 


— — - 
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moſt 
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moſt in Love with throughout the former 
Courſe of his Life; labouring, whatſo- 
ever the Conflict between PFleſh and Spi- 
rit may be in him, to bring himſelf to 
as ſettled a Habit of the contrary Courſe 
of virtuous living at laſt, as Selt-Exami- 
nation tells him, he had allowed him- 
ſelf in, for gratifying his viler, vicious 
and moſt fatal Inclinations before. I his 
is properly Self-Revenge, and is one of 
the moſt fruitful” Branches of Godly 
Sorrow, which bringeth forth Repen- 
_—=_ to Salvation, never to be repented 
ON 140-6: 57; that | 


1 have now explain'd at large to you, 
the three firſt neceſſary Conditions re- 
quir'd of every Chriſtian by the Cove- 
nant of Grace; namely, Baptiſm, Faith 
and Repentance, in every Part and 
Circumſtance of them. Excuſe the 'Tedi 
ouſneſs of my Pen in it (my dear Bre 
cthren) for Matter roſe upon me beyond 
the Bounds of that Brevity I firſt prc 
poſed. LE * 8 a p | 


The Conditions, ſtill remaining, accor 
ding to the primitive Pattern 1 laid be 
fore you, are of eaſier Apprehenſion tc 
us all (though of equal Neceſſity * 
IIC | ti 
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ſons 
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the reſt ; ) and therefore I may ſafely 
make, I hope, a ſpeedier Diſpatch of them 


The next Condition then is this; that 
every Chriſtian muſt continue ſtedfaſt in 
the Apoſtles Doctrine. And, God be 
thank d, the Church we have been hap- 
pily baptized into, affords us all the cha- 
ritable Helps, that we can ſtand in need 
of, for performing this Condition; hav- 
ing preſerv'd for us a ſhort and plain 
Copy of the Articles of Faith, thoſe 
Embaſſadors of the Son of God publiſh'd 
to the World, in the noted Form of 
Doctrine, called for that Reaſon the 
Apoſtles Creed, or in familiar Language, 
Our Belief: And this it has explain'd a- 
gain to us (as ſome Hereticks gave Oc- 
caſion for it) by primitive ancient 
Comments upon it, without a Tittle of 
any fundamental Change, in two other 
like Forms of Apoſtolical Doctrine, cal - 
led the Nicene and Atbanaſian Creed : 
To the Subſtance of which authentick 
Forms of ſound Words (ſo often repca- 
ted in the Service of the Church) keep 
cloſely, I beſeech you, and forego not 
one ſingle Point of them; whether it be 
of the three coeternal and coequal Per- 
ſons in the ever - bleſſed Trinity aſſerted 
Von G there; 
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chere; or of one true Apoſtolical Chureh 
founded by the Order of the Son of 
God amongſt Men (of which I ſhall 
ſpeak; more in the following Head ;) or 
of the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, for 
Chriſt's _ on the Conditions of the 
Covenant of Grace, or of the General 
Reſurrection of all Men, or of a ſtridt 
gud ment to come, and of a Life ever- 

ing in Happineſs or ' Miſery for good 
and bad Men: Forego not, I fay, one 
fingle Point of er Apoſtolical Truths, 
upon account of any arrogant Scruple 
of proud Reaſon — — the Myſtery 
of your incomprehenſible Creator's ſure 
and certain Revelations ; and much. les 
upon the profane and \vain | Babbling; 
(to uſe the Apoſtle's Words) of Men 
of perverſe Minds, who ſeek: to turn 
away plain-hearted Believers, from the 
Acknowledgment of the Truth; But upon 
this ſolid Foundation, eſtabliſn your 
Chriſtian Faith, and waver not, and 
vou ſhalt perform the principal Part of 
this Condition of the Covenant of con- 
tinuing ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtle's Doctrine, 
as you are requir d to do. 


And as to the other Part of their 


Doctrine, relating to a ſtrictly O_o 
t Saws | 2 | Ol 


— . 


Cans Pa 
holy Life, the Church has doubly pro- 
vided to inſtruct you thoroughly in that 
alſo. 1. By preſerving as faithfully for 
you all the genuine Records and Wri- 
tings both of the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
ſtles themſelves. in the New 'Teſtament ; 
as I ſhewd''you ſhe had done their 
Creed before: And 2. by drawing up 
ready, to - your Hand, a Summ of all 
the ſaving Doctrines contain'd in thoſe 
inſpired Scriptures; in her moſt excellent 
Catechiſm ': Read, ſtudy, and ingraft into 
your Hearts then, the plain Doctrine of 
the Sacraments of Chriſt there, together 
with your Duty to God and your Neigh- 
bour, fo compendioufly, and yet com- 
1. e to you in it, ſteering 
the Courſe of your Lives and Conver- 
ſations by it, and doubt not but oof 
continue as ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles 
1 as the firſt of Chriſtians 
eit ba : bt; MH-20 ' pitth 
The three laſt Conditions of the Co- 
venant will fall under one general Con- 
ſideration; and having been longer than 
expected in the reſt, I ſhall make one joynt 
Explication of them all; and you will 
find indeed the Nature of the Things 
tkemſelves requires it ſhould be'1ſo;. . 
For the Particulars are theſe, that e- 
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very Chriſtian muſt continue ſtedfaſtly 
in Fellowſhip or Communion with the 
Apoſtles ; and in breaking of Bread; 
and in Prayers. with 1 And you l 
be apt to think perhaps, at firſt hearing, 
that theſe Duties ſeem * peculiarly be- 
longing to the firſt Converts, who lived 
in the ſame Time with the Apoſtles 
themſelves, that it ſhould be impracti- 
cable to be done in our Days, who live 
2 hundred Years after them. But 
ourſelves (my beloved : Brethren) 
> the Duties are as practicable ſtill, 
and the Obligation lies as upon 
us in theſe ; ter Ages of the Church 
todo fo, as it lay upon any primitive 
Believers who were cotemporary with em; 
and the Obligation is founded upon no 
leſs a Bottom than our Saviour Cbriſt's 
- infallible Promiſe to thoſe Apoſtles, that 
he wonld be with them always to the 
End of the World : And three or four 
Things carefully conſider d, wilk open this 
TEE very ene to 5 9 [low 366 


r Conſider then than our Bavleur 's 
miniſterial Commiſſion, to teach and bap- 
tize all Nations, was ſalely and wholly 
given to thaſe very Apoſtles at his laſt 
Wan to the World. 80 St. * 

tells 


- 


. 
tells us, (chap. xxviii. v. 16. to the End: 
of that Chapter.) 


2. That by ſending them forth, as the 
Father had ſent him, (Job. xx. 21.) he 
both enjoyn'd them to publiſh the Goſ- 
pel as long as they lived, and authoriſed 
them to ordain their Succeſſors for the ſame 
Purpoſe, and to govern: the Churches 
before they died. Each Part of which 
Apoſtolical Commiſſion St. Paul (who 
had a right Hand of Fellowſhip with 
them all) eminently put in Practice 
by paſſing through whole Kingdoms to 
convert them to Chriſtianity, and by 
ordaining Elders * (that is, Miniſters of 
the Churches) in every Place where he 
found them wanting; and moreover, 
giving full Power to ſuch as he aſſign' d 
the larger Juriſdictions, to ordain ſpi- 
ritual Governours and Miniſters to ſuce- 
ceed them likewiſe: As appears by his 
ſtrict Charge. to Timbthy (whom he had 
made Biſhop of Epheſus before) in theſe 
N be 8 bings which thou: — — 0 | 
of me, ſays he, ' amongſt many Witneſſes, 
the Ra — thon to faithful; Men, 
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G 3 


= 
wm # 


And 


( 78 ) 
And in the ſame Manner to Titus again 
(whom he had made Biſhop of. the 
Ifland of Crete) For this Cauſe, {aid he, 
left I thee at Crete, that thou ſhould? ſet 
in Order the Things that are wanting, 
aud ordain Elders .- every City x. And 
remember, | 


3. That to no -other Perſons wharſo- 
ever amongſt the Thouſands of Follow- 
ers and Diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
was ſuch a governing and miniſterial 
Power in the nchen intraſtend 88 him 
mn | 


E Prodbnhele Confidevations, duly weigh'd, 
ve muſt ſee, that the . hat 
divine Lord of Unity 
nifeſtly intended his Church: upon Rant, 
to be but one ; and that an univerſal 
Apoſtolical Church 100 (as our venera- 
te Gieds call) or the Holy Ghoſt 

it, a ſpiri i upon 

the Foundation (not 1 7 1 ſingle A- 

phes + but of all the * 4 and = 
Pets of each being a Pillar equal 

ſtrong bear up any Fart of the 

has - which tho be built upon it: 


J i. s. t Eph. Il. 20. 
85 | And 
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And Feſus Chriſt himſelf, the only ſingle 
Corner-Stone, who by the Truths which 
he revealed for our Belief, and by the 
Doctrine he taught for our Inſtruction 
to eternal Life, and by his own Spirit 
promiſed to abide in this Church for 
ever, unites the whole into one. And 
judge ye now (my beloved Brethren) in 
what other Manner the bleſſed Jeſus 
ſhould make good his ſolenm Pròômiſe 
to his Apoſtles, that be would be with 
them to the End of the Morld (ho not- 
withſtanding were mortal, and dyed b 

Martyrdom or natural Death, like other 
Men) but by. continuing preſent for ever 
with this Apoſtolical Church, which is 
ſo evident a Plant, you fee, ſprung up 
from the genuine Seed of their Doctrine, 
and of the miniſterial Authority derived 
ſucceſſively from them alone? And highly 
remarkable to this Purpoſe it is, and 
ſeems. to ſpeak our bleſſed Saviour's own 
Meaning directly to be 10; that, in the 
ſame Breath, where with he utter'd their mi- 
niſterial Commiſſion to them, he gave them 
this Promiſe, without a Tittle of Inter- 
ruption between them, of being with them 
always to the End of the World *. Con- 
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cording to the true Meaning 
ſemblies, 
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ſult St. Matthew's T e and you'll find | it 
to be ſo. 


And now to 5 this to the niveſent 
Point in Hand. It will follow from 
hence, that whoſbever ſhall hold Com- 
munion with a Chriſtian Church, which 
has theſe Teſtimonials of truly Apoſtali- 
cal Doctrine taught amongſt them, and 


is under the Government and Miniſtry 


of ſpiritual Rulers and , deriving 


3 Authority by ſucceſſive Impoſition 


of Hands, and Prayer, (after the Exam- 
ple of the Apoſtles: themſelves). from 
original Commiſſion of heirs, 
given out from the Mouth of the Son 
of God to them; he may truly be ſaid 
to fulfil theſe laſk and great Conditions 
of the Covenant of of continuing as 
ſtedſaſtly in the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles, 
as their very cotem Converts did; 
and beſides, that Chriſt 3 will — 
his 
ful Promiſe, Ae e in ſuchi a 
to ers, 
and ble every Ordi dang rr own 
. Nl that bande dere Nee 


enn 


0 


And, to 1 this Head, "as diſ 


mils the 3 all the Conditi- 


On 
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ons requird of you, by the Covenant 
of Grace, to make your Peace with 
God; 1 ſhall -only leaye this ferious Ad- 
monition with you all: That whereas 
the merciful Providence of God has, 
E through the Care and Wiſdom of our 
venerable Reformers (not many Genera- 
tions paſt) manifeſtly ſettled and eſta- 
bliſh'd here, ſuch a truly Apoſtolical 


Church, both in Form and Doctrine, in 


this our native Land, agreeing with the 
earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity itſelf ; 
wherein the Word of God is the avowed 
Rule and Authority for- all the Doctrine 
ſhe | teaches us, and both her ſpiritual 
Governours and ſubordinate Miniſters 
derive the Character and Commiſſion of 
their; holy Functions from that original 
Grant and Precedent of the holy Apoſtles 
themſelves (ſet forth to you from their 
own n but now) a ſucceſſive 
Impoſition of Hands, and Prayers, unto 


our on Times; as the Records and 


Hiſtory of the Church would inform the 
Curious; and the - viſible Conformity 
alone (I ſhould think) of her Conſtitu- 
tion to the Apoſtolical Model in the 
New Teſtament, would give all reaſona- 
ble Satisfaction to an ingenuous Mind; 


fince ſuch an Apoſtolical Church, 1 ſay, 
NON 5 IO 13 
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5 chat Church, which your bleſſed Saviour 


1 
is thus planted amongſt us, and viſibly 
enongh to be diſtinguiſh'd from all 
counterfeit Images and plhufible Ap- 
pearances of any thing that ſhould: be 
calFd a Church beſides, by the genuine 
Marks and eſſential Properties of it, 
which 1 laid before you now ; I can't 
but ſtrictly warn, and affectionately con- 
Jure you 21 (my endear'd Brethren) to] the 
eep doſe, conicientiouſly ſteady to the VE 
uch a mY 
peculiar You 


Fellowſhip and Communion 0 
Church, into which, by God's 


Goodneſs, well ni gh all of you have 


nappily been bapriaed'; by attending con- I 
try of God's hoh] and 


Wen to the Mini 
Word there; by 3 of the ble Ver 


ſed Sacrament of the from Ad 


the Hands of ſuch Apoſtolical Deputies *> 
and ducceſſors, as apparently diſpenſe 

thoſe faving ' Myſteries to you, with a, 1 
warrantable Authority for what they do; Au 
and that you never ceaſe to joyn in] Son 
pudliek Prayers / with fuch, ſo long as] don 
they "diſpenſe che genuine Doctrine of * 
Chrift and his "Apoſtles to you.” Andf L. 
this, as you tender the ſacred Unity o 


had ſo much at Heart for ever to con- 
45 one; or, as you' defire his Preſence 
and Bleting upon every publick We 8 

or- 
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Worſhip and Devotion, that you pay to 
him; for his ſolemn Promiſe, you f 
of not forſaking his Apoſtles: to the 
End of the World, does moſt immedi- 


ately belong to ſach Chriſtian Aſſemblies 
alone. | 


And now I have explain'd to you, in 
the Sincerity and Affection of my Heart, 
every 2 Head I firſt engaged 
my ſelf to ſpeak to, by repreſenting to 
you, 1 80 | of 


I. What the ſaving of our Souls nieans, 

and under that Head, how much Help the _ © 
very Light of Nature, and the inward * 
Admonitions of our Conſciences do afford 

us towards it. tag 


II. What ſure Proofs and undeniable 
Authority we Chriſtians _ have, by the 
Son of God himſelf condeſcending to come 
down from Heaven, and dwelling amongſt 


| Men, of the Certainty of an endleſs 
Life to come, and of the vaſt Con» 
| cerns that every one, of us have therein. 


Ur, What Conditions God requires on 
Jour Part, in t1at Covenant of Grace 
gent „ 


(%4) 
which! was ſeal'd by the Blood of our 


Divine Saviour for us, in Order to the 


ſaving” of our Souls for ever. God of 
his Mercy grant a Bleſſing upon my weak 


Endeavours, for the ſpiritual Good and | 


eternal Welfare of you all. 


In Order to which Succeſs, ſo affectio- 
nately 'wiſt'd by me, I promiſed to re- 
commend ſome few Rules at the laſt, 
for the better performing all the Con- 
ditions required of you, and for com- 
paſſing that great End of dying com- 
fortably, and being ſafe and happy for e- 
ver and ever. And L ſhall be ſhort in theſe, 
becauſe the neceſſary Means and Condi- 


tions of it, are at large deſcribed. before. 


And, | 


I. The firſt Rule I recommend to you, 
is to ſet a due Value upon your Time. 
The Affairs of every honeſt Calling in 
the World, will and muſt require a great 
Part of it; yet that may be ſanctify d 
too, by mixing deyout Ejaculations, ever 
and anon, to Heaven, in the midſt of 
it. The Neceſſities of Nature, ſuch as 
Food, Sleep, Clothing, and the like, wil 

juſtly claim another large Portion of your 
Time alſo ; yet theſe, like the former, 
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|. may be improv'd to a Part of our Religi- 
on likewiſe ; by a regular Temperance, 


only in our Dreſs and Attire. But a 
this while, theſe are not directly a ſpecial 
Concern and Care for our immortal 
Souls; and yet Eternity, either happy 
or miſerable, depends upon our good or 
bad Uſe of our Time of Lif: here : 
And fince thoſe unavoidable Affairs and 
mere Wants or our mortal Nature, will 


take up ſo large a Part of the few Years” 


the longeſt Liver of us all can attain 
to; Judge ye, how unaccountable a thing 
it muſt be, for any Man living to ſpend 
in Vice and Vanity (as is too commonly 
ſeen) many and many of his uſeful lei- 
ſure Hours of Life? Not that every 
innocent Recreation for weary'd Nature, 
or a kind Viſit to a Neighbour or Friend, 
in their proper Seaſons ſhould be counted 
fo; but by the needleſs Length, or too 
often indulging of them, we unhappily 
waſte Opportunities, which we dearly 
want for the Benefit of our Souls. And 
this will appear the-plainer by the Rules 
which follow. For, | = 


E II. ＋ he ſecond Rule is this, That every 


Chriſtian (even the buſieſt in the Worldꝰ 


ſhould induſtriouſly contrive to ſet apart 
| e H 5 lome 


moderate Reſt, and an humble 111 


(36) 
Tone void Spaces of the Day, be they 


more or leſs, according as their reſpective 


Condition ſhall be, for reading holy Scrip- 


ture, for Meditation, and for Prayer: 
Otherwiſe, tis plain, their common Cal- 
ling in the World (which at the utmoſt 


can but make Proviſion for a ſhort and 


"tranſitory Life) muſt utterly ſnut out and 


* 


Tomes 
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intirely deſtroy their 5 Calling in God, 


by which they are indiſpenſably bound 
to ſerve and worſhip him, and by that 
Means alone, can make a hopeful Proviſi- 
on for all Eternity, and for the ſaving 


their Souls. The Jews themſelves had 


1 


Morning and Evening Sacrifices ſtrictly 
injoyn'd them for every Day; and more- 
over God commanded them farther, not 
only to keep his Laws in their own 
Hearts, but to teach them diligently to 


their Children alſo; yea, to talk of them 
as they fat at Home, as they walked in 
the Way, when they lay down, and when 
they role again; ſo hopeleſs a thing, did 


#; 
© 


that God who made us, foreſee it would 
be, to think that Men ſhould keep to 
any Religion at all, who did not daily 


worſhip, meditate, and . pray; and they 
who live without it, I wiſh they do not 


fadly find, how little of Religion they 
' have ever had, when tis too late ro'know. 
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III. Another Rule is, that every Man 
would narrowly watch, and with a kind 
of | jealous Care obſerve, that peculiar Sin, 
which ſad Experience tells him, has, and 
does moſt eaſily beſet him. Corrupt Na- 
ture indeed is miſerably prone to every ' 
evil Way; but perſonal Conſtitution, un- 
happy Education, this or t'other 'peculiar 
Employment in the World, together with 
the Company, qr ih and Temptati- 
ons, which cleave cloſe to a Man, or un- 
happily fall in his Way, not unufally 1 
betray, even a well-meaning Chriſtian, 
to ſome particular Courſe of Sin, more 
dangerous to him, than the reſt ; which 
St. Paul calls, the Sin that does ſo eaſily 
beſet us *; whether it be Idleneſs, Drunk- - 
enneſs, Wantonneſs, cuſtomary Swearing, 
Wrath, Anger and fiery Paſſions, or the 
like; againſt which known Enemy of 
his Soul (be it which it will) he ſhould 
put on the ſtrongeſt Armour he pal 
could, every Day of his Life; wate 
ſtrictly againſt every Approach or ſu- 
ſpicious Apprehenſion of it; ſtifle ſe- 
riouſly the firſt Motion he feels within 
him towards it, by that abſolute Domi- 
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nion, which God moſt ſurely gave to 
the Souls of Men over the Appetites 
and Luſts of the Fleſh, at the firſt 
Creation, and will as ſurely now con- 
firm it to them after their Redemption, 
if they lift up their Hearts affectionately 
to Heaven for it, and beg in Earneſt WW" 
for a ſeaſonable Help from thence ; for 

this is the Benefit of that Gift of Grace, 
which was purchaſed for us, ſo dearly, 
upon the Croſs. | 
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IV. The fourth Rule I leave with you 
(and with which TI ſhall conclude) is this, 
That you would make the four laſt | 
Things, from whence the 2 Hopes | 
and Fears of every Chriſtian naturally | 
flow (namely, Death, Judgment, and the | 
Rewards and Puniſhments of another 
World) the familiar Subjects of your i 
'Thoughts and Meditations, as often as | 
* can. A ſenſible Knowledge of theſe 
Things is not to be had, till they actually 
cone upon us, and then the eternal 

2 "Decree ' will be paſt, and the cleareſt 

_ Knowledge of them will be of no Benefit 

1 to us At all; for as Death leaves us, fo 
Judgment will find us: But by often 
= thinking of them beforehand, we ſhould 

- have Bo ſtrongeſt Motives to break off 
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an Courſe. of Sin, and to lead a ſober 


and religious Life, almoſt ever preſent 


to our Minds ; that either Reaſon or 


Divine Revelation offer to the Sons of 
Men, to awe them from offending. God, 
or endangering - their own, Souls: To 


be ſure, the leaſt ag” can learn 'by 
doing ſo, will be theſe following Leſſons 


of Wiſdom, which muſt highly conduce 
to their eternal Welfare in that Life to 


CONC, i 


I. That all the Delights and Pleaſures 
of their bodily Senſes, and all the com- 
fortable . Plenty of their Wealth and 
Poſſeſſions upon Earth (which are the 
utmoſt Hopes and Joys of a carnal Life, 
and of the mere Worldlings of every 


Kind) will by one Stroke of Death, 


ſhortly be cut off; their Bodies then 


turning into nauſeous Putrefaction, where- 


in all their Senſuality lay; and their 
whole Perſon (Soul and Body) violently 
* ſnatched away from all their dear Poſ- 
ſeſſions, never to have a Moment's Uſe, 
or ſo much as a Sight of them 2 
more; and this perhaps (as in the Caſe 
of the great Projector in the Goſpel it 
e next Night be over: 
At leaſt, we muſt all own, that in Com- 
"+ H3 pariſon 
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1 EF. 
pariſon of the long Eternity that follows, 
it cant be ſo far off, as the Evening 
of the ſhorteſt Winter-Day, whatever 
our Imaginations may conceive of the 
great Diſtance of And this one would 


think ſhould be of ſome Benefit to Men, 
if they went no farther than to medi- 


tate often upon Death alone. But 


, then, - 


2. Thinking often of the Day of 
Judgment too, the very ſtartling Pre- 
parations for it only, would rouſe the 
greateſt Libertine from his deepeſt Le- 


thargy of Careleſneſs and Sin ; whilſt 


his Heart ſecretly liſtens to the Voice 
of Ged, thus ſpeaking of it in the Holy 


Scriptures ; That th: Heavens above us 


mall paſs away with a hideous Noiſe, at 
that Day ; and the Elements about us 
melt with fervent Heat “; and the Earth 


and all the Works therein, ſhall be burnt 


up ; and then the Lord Jeſus himſelf, 
with an Army of Angels about him, 
fhall deſcend from Heaven with a Shour, 
fitting on a Throne of Glory, prepared 
for him in the Clouds ; and the fhrill 
Trumpet of an Arch-Angel ffiall found 


221 Per. Ri. 10. + 1 Fheſf iv. 16. 
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(or ) 
ſo loud, as to raiſe the Dead, great 
and ſmall, from Adam unto that Day, 
our of their deep 2nd darkeſt Graves; 
all to ſtand befor; the Judgment-Seat 
of theif moſt holy Saviour and Almighty 
God to give an Account of all that 
they have. done, thought, or ſpoken, 


throughout the Courle of their whole 


Life, whether it be good or evil, and 
. accordingly to hear an eternal Sentence 
pronounic'd upon them for it. And judge 
ye, if natural Conſcience alone could eaſil 

ſuffer a Man to lead an ill Life, who at the 
very Inſtant that he knowingly does a- 
miſs, ſhould have a preſent Apprehenſion 


within him, of fuch awful Truths as 


theſe. 


And how much 166. if he ſhouid have 
often meditated on the everlaſting Re- 
wards and Puniſhments of the Life to 


come? But for the Direction of your 


Meditations on the incomprehenſible Joys, 


and unexpreſſible Miteries of thoſe two laſt 


and end leſs States of Men, nothing can 
be added by Man, to what that divine 
Embaſſador from Heaven (the ever-bleſſed 
Feſus) has deliver d to us in his incom- 
parable Sermons and heavenly Conver- 
- ation whilſt” he lived amongſt” Men; 


(and 
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(and I have had Occaſion to ſhew you 
that before.) For tis ſure, the Gates 
of Heaven are not to be open'd to 
us, nor the Month of the bottomleſs 
Pit to be unſeald, for Fleſh and 
Blood to take a ſenſible Proſpect of them, 

till the Sons of God, and Children of 
the wicked one, ſhall be reſpectively 
fit to be admitted into one or t'other, 
and to dwell for ever in them. Thoſe 
unſeen Manſions were created from the 
inning to be of everlaſting Duration ; 

and the Happineſs and Miſcry of them 
ſuited to the . utmoſt Capacities of Au- 
gels and Men, for whom they were 
deſigned ; and. therefore not thoroughly 

to be comprehended by us, till this 
Mortal ſhall put on Immortality, and 
this Corruptible ſhall put on Incorrup- 
tion; Which will not be till our 
Reſurrection from the Dead. Tis a- 
bundantly ſufficient for our Encourage- 
ent to contend. earneſtly all our Life 
long, for the Bliſs and ans xa of 
the one; and to warn us from fal 
ling wilfully into the Miſery and Tor- 
ments of the other; that both are 
aſſured to us by the Teſtimony of God 
bimſelf, and of our Lord Jeſus Christ 
his Son, to be infinite in their reſpective 
"15 PE | Na- 
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Natures, and everlaſting in their Kinds: 
And this is what the divine Goodneſs 
has graciouſly vouchſafed to reveal to 


us, and is the utmoſt indeed that our 


preſent Condition can be capable of. 


Ill condude all therefore with the 


Apoſtle's Uſe and Application to his 


Chriſtian Brethren, of this very Subject 


we are now upon; Seeing all theſe. 


things ( ſays he) ſhall be diſſolved , 
— * of the viſible World about us, 
What manner of Perſons ought you to 
be in all holy. Converſation aud Godlineſs 9 


Looking for, and haſtening. unto the com- 
; of Gd 


ing of the Day . And again 
with a repeated Zeal and Earneſtne 
in ſo important a Matter ; Seeing ye 
do look for ſuch things, ſaid he, be dili- 
gent, that ye may be found of him in Peace, 
without Spot and blameleſs F. And this ſets 
forth the full of my Intention in every 


foregoing Page of this friendly Letter to 
7 ; which has prov'd too tedious, 


fear, in the Variety of Matter con- 
tain'd in it. Yet every Line, I'm ſure 
with ſincere Regard to your ſpirit 


* 2 Pet. iii. 11,12. f V. 4. 
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3 and eternal Welfare, ever to be pray- 
4 ed for, as it always has been, by 
your near Relation in the Church of 
A Crip, Dit 10 10 
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